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Hello adventurers,

Scandinavia:
Denmark, Norway,
Sweden
Dr. E.C. Krupp
June 12 - 27, 2016

The summer solstice sun never sets
at the Arctic Circle, and above that
latitude the summer sun continues to
shine at midnight for days or weeks.
Far Horizons has a designed a very
special expedition to view bronze-age
petroglyphs; megalithic tombs; ancient
Viking monuments; the ruins of Tycho
Brahe’s observatory on the island of Ven;
medieval villages, churches, and palaces;
the Arctic Circle; and the midnight sun.
Led by Astronomer and Griffith
Observatory Director Dr. E.C. Krupp,
learn about the connections between
culture and the sky on this journey
through these long-lit days in Denmark,
Norway, and Sweden. There are many
highpoints including nine UNESCO World
Heritage Sites: Kronborg Castle, Roskilde
Cathedral, Trelleborg Viking Fortress,
Jelling with massive carved rune stones
from the 10th century, Tanum’s 40,000
petroglyphs, a station of the Struve
Geodetic Arc, Alta Museum with the
largest concentration of rock art in
northern Europe, the 17th century
royal palace of Drottningholm, and
Gotland’s captivating walled medieval
town of Visby.

One of the biggest reasons that people return
to travel with Far Horizons again and again is
because of our outstanding study leaders. Let me
tell you about some of our new and upcoming
journeys led by our most celebrated scholars.
For those of you with an abiding interest
in Mesoamerican cultures we have designed a
very unusual tour that delves into the most
mysterious and controversial group from ancient
Mesoamerica - the Toltecs. Led by Dr. Stanley
Guenter, May 7 - 17, 2016, this sojourn includes
seldom-visited ruins in and around Mexico City:
Cacaxtla, where magnificent murals show Maya attributes; Tula, the legendary
capital of the Toltecs; the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Xochicalco; the
remarkable shrine of Malinalco with its dramatically decorated Temple of the
Eagle and Jaguar Knights; Xochimilco, a UNESCO World Heritage Site where
the Pre-Hispanic agricultural system of chinampas is still being used (and we
will see these ‘floating gardens’); and Tenayuca with its extraordinary Serpent
Wall covering three sides of the huge temple.
Are you a fan of Professor William Cook? After two fabulous excursions
surveying the Cathedrals of France, won’t you join Bill to discover the Churches
and Art of Medieval and Renaissance Tuscany and Umbria, May 14 - 25, 2016?
This wonderful Italian adventure will take you to the bustling cultural hubs of
Florence, Siena and Assisi while exploring the glorious Tuscan countryside.
And if you are a Bob Brier enthusiast and have been eyeing Sudan, the 2016
departure filled in two weeks and people are already registering for his January
29 - February 11, 2017 tour. Don’t wait!
There is still one cabin available on our privately-chartered river vessel for
the Cruise up the Mekong River. And what a trip it is! Led by world-renowned
Mayanist, Dr. Michael Coe and Khmer specialist, Dr. Damian Evans, learn
about the similarities between these two lowland rainforest civilizations as we
voyage from the Vietnam Delta to the Tonle Sap with six full days to view the
memorable remains of Angkor.
But there’s more! Our popular Zoroastrian authority, Dr. Jenny Rose, has
asked us to create an itinerary of Gujarat and Rajasthan, scheduled for the spring
of 2017. Dr. Steve Tuck will take a small group to explore Italy May 21 - 31, 2016
where in-depth explorations of Rome, Pompeii, Herculaneum, and Paestum will
reveal past and new discoveries. And we continue to add new, unique expeditions
all over the world… Keep checking our website or call to find out about new
jaunts to Bulgaria, Indonesia, and Southeast China!
I hope you enjoy our latest newsletter and will pass it along to friends. And
keep watching our blog where you can read tales from our travelers, along with
‘Did You Know?’ where we post interesting tidbits on the latest archaeological
and historic breakthroughs.
Happy journeys,
Mary Dell Lucas
Founding Director

A post-trip interview with
Sidsel Millerström, Tour Manager

Traveling
through
Central
Asia

Where did you go and when?

I traveled through three Central Asia countries - Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Kazakhstan –
in September/October 2014. Our study leader Dr. E.C. Krupp of the Griffith Observatory in
Los Angeles was terrific. He was positive and enthusiastic about everything we experienced
and was able to place the many sites and structures we saw into a cultural context.

How did people react to you and your fellow American travelers?

In general the people were friendly, helpful, and at times very curious. People often wanted
to have their pictures taken with us, which gave us an opportunity to interact with the local
people… and take pictures of them as well.

What did you consider the highlights of the itinerary?

Just traveling on part of the Old Silk Road was exciting! We saw and experienced so many
fascinating sites, museums, and people. I thought visiting the old part of Khiva was special.
I also liked Bukhara a lot. Seeing the extensive collection of beautiful Turkmen carpets at the
Carpet Museum in Ashgabat was certainly one of the highlights. We visited many mosques,
mausoleums, and medressas, but my very favorite was the small and colorful Chor Minar in
Bukhara. The name means “Four Minarets” in Tajik.

What are two interesting things about Central Asia that
people might not know?

Probably one of the biggest surprises was the difference in gas prices between, for example
Turkmenistan and the other “stan” countries. In Turkmenistan, where they have oil, a gallon
cost about $1.00. But in some of the other “stan” countries a gallon of gas may cost up to
$4.00. I loved the numerous pilgrims, especially the older ones, that we encountered at
all the old sites. I was surprised that they were so committed to visit sacred shrines.

Travel on Central Asia: Following
the Ancient Silk Road through
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan with Dr. Jenny Rose,
April 18 - May 5, 2016.

What advice would you give to others who want to travel
to Central Asia?

Learn some of the language and use it. The local inhabitants will be impressed that you
care enough to try. Interact with people when you have the opportunity. Be open-minded
and don’t judge the people on their appearance and behavior. Many things are different in
these countries that are still learning what independence means.

Mediterranean in the Spring
Rome and
Southern Italy

Glorious Greece
April 9 - 23, 2016

May 21 - 31, 2016

Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta
April 17 - May 1, 2016
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Join Dr. Sidsel Millerström and Far Horizons for
our annual trip to Easter Island, January 29 February 9, 2016, that includes the Tapati Festival.
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Yucatan: Off the Beaten Path
Exactly 500 years ago the first contact between the great civilizations of Mesoamerica and
Europe was just beginning, but not in the way that most people recognize. It began not with
Cortes’ landing in Mexico in 1519, but eight years earlier when a small lifeboat from a
shipwrecked Spanish vessel drifted ashore on the southern coast of the Yucatan Peninsula. The
local Maya did not believe these Europeans were gods but did consider them divine, in a peculiar
sort of way: they sacrificed half of them to their gods. The rest they enslaved, including two who
survived until the arrival of Cortes allowed one, a priest named Aguilar, to escape. The other
survivor was a sailor known as Gonzalo Guerrero. When Cortes asked Aguilar to call his fellow
castaway back to the Spanish fold, Guerrero replied that he had been tattooed, had his ears
pierced in the style of Maya royalty, and that he had married a noblewoman and had three
children. He therefore could not (and would not) go back to his former lifestyle. The Spaniards
were very fearful of Guerrero remaining with the Maya, and for good reason. Guerrero had
Dr. Stanley Guenter
aided his new people against his old and taught the Maya warriors how to defend themselves
against the superior weaponry and horses of the Spanish conquistadors.
For a quarter century, Guerrero remained a thorn in the side of the new conquerors as they tried to subjugate the Maya
kingdoms. He apparently died in a final battle against the Spanish in Honduras in 1536. Today he is revered in Mexico as the
founder of the mestizo “mixed” race, and statues of him are to be found in Akumal, on the Maya Riviera where he first landed,
as well as in Chetumal, where ultimately he joined the local king as a war leader and strategist.
On Yucatan: Off the Beaten Path we will follow the trail of Gonzalo Guerrero and the Maya people he supported, as well as
view the fascinating history of their ancestors, whose many similar tales of heroic defense against foreign invasion are recorded
in countless hieroglyphic inscriptions that dot the landscape.
Travel with Dr. Guenter on Yucatan: Off the
Beaten Path, February 13 - 22, 2016
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Travel to Iran with Professor Mark
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EUROPE & TURKEY

Far Horizons Schedule of Trips

All Dates and Prices Subject to Change • Revised 8/18/15

Glorious Greece
Explore both celebrated and more remote remains of the many civilizations that have passed across this land.
April 9 - 23, 2016 with Professor Thomas F. X. Noble...................................................................................................................$10,995.00
Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta: In the Path of the Crusader Knights
After the fall of Jerusalem, the Knights of Saint John the Hospitaller sought refuge in the Kingdom of Cyprus, and then Rhodes, and finally Malta.
April 17 - May 1, 2016 with Professor John France .........................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air
The Churches and Art of Medieval and Renaissance Tuscany & Umbria
Explore the architectural and artistic offerings of Florence, Siena, Pienza, Assisi, Orvieto and much more!
May 14 - 25, 2016 with Professor William R. Cook.........................................................................................................................$9,995.00 + air
Elegant Turkey by Land and Sea
Onboard a private yacht, cruise the southwestern coast of Turkey to explore ancient cities, sunken ruins, fortified castles, and tiny traditional villages.
May 14 - 29, 2016 with Professor Jennifer Tobin ..............................................................................................................................$9,895.00 + air
Rome & Southern Italy
Travel to Rome and explore the largest archaeological park in the world, before traveling south to see Pompeii, Herculaneum and Paestum.
May 21 - 31, 2016 with Professor Steven L. Tuck .............................................................................................................................$9,495.00 + air
An Exploration of Wales and England
View the remnants of prehistoric, Roman, medieval and industrial sites in Wales and Western England.
June 3 - 17, 2016 with Dr. James Bruhn..............................................................................................................................................$8,895.00 + air
Scandinavia: Denmark, Norway & Sweden co-sponsered with UCLA Extension
Tour three Scandinavia countries to learn the connections between culture and the sky while seeing nine UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
June 12 - 27, 2016 with Dr. E. C. Krupp .............................................................................................................................................$9,395.00 + air
The Archaeology of Ireland
Discover mythic fortresses, inspiring monasteries, and forgotten relics in the enchanted land of Éire.
July 29 - August 13, 2016 with Dr. Enda O'Flaherty ........................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air
An Archaeological Pub Crawl of Great Britain
Explore prehistoric stone circles and chambered tombs, walk in the footsteps of Roman armies along Hadrian's Wall, and savor the view from
battlements of medieval castles in remote and beautiful areas of Britain - with meals and overnight in traditional pubs.
August 7 - 19, 2016 with Dr. James Bruhn ........................................................................................................................................$8,295.00 + air
The Riches of Scotland
From the English border to the Orkney Islands, enjoy prehistoric stone circles and chambered tombs, glorious abbeys and cathedrals, and medieval castles.
July 30 - August 14, 2016 with Dr. Brian Buchanan.........................................................................................................................$8,895.00 + air
Turkish Treasures
Enjoy private tours of Hattusha, capital of the Hittites, Troy, and Ephesus. Visit five UNESCO World Heritage Sites, and Sagalassos, Pergamum,
Cappadocia, and more.
September 3 - 18, 2016 with Dr. Charles Stewart .............................................................................................................................$9,995.00
Eastern Turkey's Lost Kingdoms
From the eastern mountains to the valleys of the Euphrates, experience the history of this crossroad of civilizations.
September 10 - 25, 2016 with Professor Jennifer Tobin ...................................................................................................................$9,995.00
Sicily: Art and Archaeology
Learn about the rich history of this beautiful isle with visits to glorious Greek temples, magnificent cathedrals, Roman Amphitheaters, and more!
September 12 - 26, 2016 with Professor Thomas F.X. Noble .........................................................................................................$9,995.00 + air
Bulgaria
From its towering mountains and lush valleys, Bulgaria contains a wealth of the past.
September 17 - October 3, 2016 with Professor Andrew Poulter ..................................................................................................$7,995.00
Spain & Morocco in the Middle Ages: In the Path of Islam
Travel from southern Spain into Morocco and learn how the spread of Islam changed the medieval world.
September 24 - October 9, 2016 with Professor Teofilo Ruiz..........................................................................................................CALL
Greek Isles of Myth: Crete, Santorini and the Cyclades
Traveling by ferry, embrace the culture of Crete, Santorini, and of the Cycladic islands: Paros, Naxos, and Delos.
October 2 - 15, 2016 with Professor Jennifer Tobin ..........................................................................................................................$9,495.00 + air

EGYPT and AFRICA

The Majesty of Egypt
Cairo to Luxor to Aswan to Abu Simbel, enter sites closed to the public - the tomb of Nefertari, Sakkara's Unas Temple, and the burial chamber
in the Great Pyramid.
November 7 - 20, 2015 with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler ..............................................................$12,995.00
November 5 - 18, 2016 with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler.................................................................CALL
Undiscovered Egypt
Explore Tanis, Alexandria, Amarna (with a private tour by the project director), and cruise aboard our own.
traditional yacht.
February 27 - March 11, 2016 with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler ...................................................$11,995.00
Ethiopia: The Wonders of the Horn of Africa
Revel in Gondar, Bahir Dar, the Simien Mountains, the underground churches of Lalibela, and colorful Good Friday celebrations in Axum.
April 19 - May 3, 2016 with study leader to be announced ...........................................................................................................$9,895.00
Sudan: An Exploration of Ancient Kush
In northern Sudan in the land of Kush towering pyramids, painted rock-cut tombs, and ornately carved temples await discovery.
January 29 - February 11, 2017 with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler ................................................$10,995.00 + air
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THE MIDDLE EAST and ARABIA

The Grandeur of Petra, The Splendors of Jordan
View the mosaics of Madaba, Roman Jerash, Umayyad fortress-palaces, the unique statues of ‘Ain Ghazal, and two full days in Petra.
March 14 - 27, 2016 with Professor Gary Rollefson .........................................................................................................................$8,995.00
Iran: Empires of Everlasting Fire
Witness the way in which previous empires have left their indelible mark. Visit Pasargadae, Persepolis, Shiraz, Isfahan and more!
May 17 - June 2, 2016 with Dr. Mark Garrison.................................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air

INDIA, ASIA and CHINA

Cruise Up the Mekong River: The Khmer and The Maya
Learn the similarities of the Maya and the Khmer civilizations as we journey up the Mekong from Saigon to Angkor on a private river vessel.
November 9 - 25, 2015 with Professor Michael Coe and Dr. Damian Evans.............................................................................$13,995.00
Burma (Myanmar)
Land of the Golden Pagodas - Yangon, Mrauk-U, Pindaya Caves, Inle Lake, and Bagan where more than two thousand spires rise skyward.
January 3 - 16, 2016 with Professor David Eckel..............................................................................................................................$8,595.00 + air
Angkor Wat and Laos
Historically-rich Cambodia and Laos including six full days at Angkor, and in Laos, see Vat Phou, Vientiane, and Luang Prabang.
January 4 - 20, 2016 with Dr. Damian Evans ..................................................................................................................................$10,995.00
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan: A Journey through Central Asia
Follow in the footsteps of Alexander the Great, Genghiz Khan, Marco Polo, and Tamerlane. Experience Merv, Khiva, Bukhara, Samarkand.
April 18 - May 5, 2016 with Dr. Jennifer Rose ..................................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air
Sri Lanka and the Perahera Festival
Enjoy the festive processions honoring the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic. Visit the sacred city of Kandy, Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa,
and Galle.
August 2017 with study leader to be determined............................................................................................................................CALL
China: Along the Silk Road
Mogao Caves' ornate Buddhist paintings, the world's oldest continuous market in Kashgar, the Taklamakan Desert, Turpan, Kuqa and Urumqi
and so much more.
October 6 - 23, 2016 with Professor Johan Elverskog ......................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air
Southeastern China: World Heritage Sites
Travel from Shanghai to Macau and see the UNESCO World Heritage Sites of Xidi, Hongcun, Macau, Kaiping Villages, Fujian roundhouses,
Souzhou gardens, and much more.
October 1 - 16, 2016 with Professor Andrew Wilson .......................................................................................................................$9,995.00
India: Gujarat & Rajasthan
Gujarat's Step wells and Lothal. Rajathan's Parsi and Brahma temples, and Jodhpur and Jaisalmer desert fortresses
February 4 - 19, 2017 with Dr. Jennifer Rose.....................................................................................................................................$9,795.00 + air

OCEANIA

Chile and Easter Island's Tapati Festival
Immense stone statues, perplexing petroglyphs, vibrant cave paintings, and the Tapati Festival, a celebration to honor the Rapanui culture.
January 29 - February 9, 2016 with Dr. Sidsel Millerström ............................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air

THE AMERICAS

Capital Cities of the Ancient Maya
Copan, Tikal's towering temples, Yaxchilán, Bonampak’s murals, and Palenque. Spend two days in the colonial town of San Cristobal de las Casas.
January 30 - February 11, 2016 with Dr. Stanley Paul Guenter......................................................................................................$8,695.00
Yucatan: Off the Beaten Path
On the border with Guatemala see hidden cities - Calakmul, Balamkú, Ek Balam, Dzibanché, Kinichna, Santa Rosa Xtampak, Rio Bec B.
February 13 - 22, 2016 with Dr. Stanley Paul Guenter ....................................................................................................................$7,995.00
In the Path of the Snake Kingdom: El Mirador, La Corona, Holmul
Fly by helicopter to La Corona and El Mirador, and then to Holmul and learn about the power of the mighty Ka'an, or Snake Kingdom.
April 23 - 28, 2016 with Professor Marcello Canuto ......................................................................................................................$10,995.00 + air
Central Mexico: The Toltec Heritage
Learn about the mysterious Toltecs at Tula, but also the great cities that preceded it - Cacaxtla, Xochicalco, Malinalco, and Teotihuacán!
May 7 - 17, 2016 with Dr. Stanley Paul Guenter ..............................................................................................................................$6,995.00
Peru: Inkas & Their Ancestors
From the northern Moche cities to highland Inka sites, experience Peru's past. Caral, Chanquillo, ChanChan, Machu Picchu, and the
Nazca Lines.
June 17 - July 2, 2016 with Dr. William Sapp ....................................................................................................................................CALL
Discover the American Southwest
Chaco Canyon, Mesa Verde, Hovenweep, Ute Tribal Park, Canyon de Chelly, Acoma, Zuni Pueblo, and Salinas National Monument.
August 6 - 14, 2016 with study leader to be determined................................................................................................................$5,995.00 + air
Mexico: In the Path of the Olmecs
The Olmecs revealed from La Venta to San Lorenzo, and Tres Zapotes to Chalcatzingo.
April 2017 with Professor F. Kent Reilly III ......................................................................................................................................CALL
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Professor

Michael Coe
Invites You
to Join Him
Travel with Dr. Michael Coe
and Dr. Damian Evans on
Cruise Up the Mekong River,
November 9 - 25, 2015.

Dear Maya devotees,
During my first visit to Angkor, in March 1954, I was
immediately struck by the similarity of this ancient city in the
Cambodian plain to the great Maya sites that I already knew
first hand. The sight of venerable stone structures in the grip of
strangler figs, ceibas, and other jungle trees certainly rang a
bell for me. On my return home I entered graduate study at
Harvard, and wrote (and published) several papers that
explored the possible reasons that might explain such amazing
parallels: cities with pyramids and palaces in the midst of
lowland tropical forest, subject to the same annual alternation
of wet season and dry season.
Now we have a real dialogue between Angkor specialists
and Mayanists, and thanks to the pioneer Greater Angkor
Project of the University of Sydney, we can now draw on the
impressive data-gathering and mapping of Angkor made
possible by airborne radar and laser scanning of entire
landscapes, combined with 21st century archaeological
excavations. Dr. Damian Evans is a key figure in this new
frontier of knowledge about Angkorian civilization – how it rose,
flourished and died. On this voyage, including a week on a
privately-chartered river vessel, he and I will be comparing and
summing up what we now know about ancient Angkor and the
ancient Maya. Won’t you join us as we cruise the Mekong,
the great river of the Khmer, to Angkor, the most beautiful
archaeological site in the world?

I’m an early riser so my day begins at dawn. I put on a
bathing suit under my sundress and leave my small wooden
cabin, climbing the stairs to emerge on deck. Long cushions
occupy the stern of the boat and I snuggle into some pillows to
watch the sun rise. Our 90-foot gulet is moored in a tiny cove; I
hear nothing but the water lapping languidly against the wooden
hull and the occasional call of a bird from the rocky shore nearby.
But then soft bare feet come padding towards me - it's the second
mate, Mehmet, bringing me a cup of coffee. I’ve done this enough
mornings for him to anticipate my needs. The sky begins to
brighten behind the craggy mountains on the horizon and a
breeze ripples the calm sea. Perfection. As the sun climbs above
the Taurus Mountains I’m warm enough to take a dip; collecting
mask and snorkel I dive off the gulet to visit with the sea life –
slender blue trumpet fish, schools of shiny anchovies, brittle
urchins on the sea bed far below. But my stomach is growling.
I climb back on deck via the ladder (thoughtfully provided by
Mehmet), hop in the shower and then join my Far Horizons
friends for a breakfast of eggs, fruit and fresh bread. We have a
big day ahead, and although we are visiting Letoon and Xanthos,
two of my favorite sites in Turkey, I’m almost sorry to leave the
boat. But I’m comforted by the knowledge that we’ll return in the
afternoon with plenty of time to swim. I can once again cuddle
into the cushions, this time with a glass of cold Turkish wine in
my hand, and enjoy the camaraderie of my shipmates. Then it's
a delicious dinner, cooked on board, and to bed, lulled to sleep
by the gentle rocking of the waves.

Life on a Gulet
By Jennifer Tobin

Travel on a traditional yacht with
Dr. Jennifer Tobin on Elegant
Turkey, May 14 - 29, 2016.
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Egypt... A trip of a lifetime!
By Ed Cotham, Far Horizons participant

Last fall I had the opportunity to go on the Undiscovered Egypt trip with
Bob Brier and his wife Pat Remler. It turned out to be the trip of a lifetime for
many reasons. The first is that when you tour Egypt with Pat and Bob you really
have a dream team navigating you around some of the greatest sites in the
world. Bob is a world famous Egyptologist and Pat is a noted art historian so
they combine their talents to make the art and history come alive in a way that is
really special. They are also incredibly nice and friendly people who make you
feel like part of the family from the first moment you meet. It just doesn’t get
any better than that! As for the sites, well, it is hard to beat Egypt. This trip
concentrates on some of the sites that most people miss during a general survey
trip and it filled in some important gaps for me. We visited historically important
places like Alexandria, Abydos, and Amarna, places that most people only get
the chance to read about in books. Some of the more remote sites, like the rock
tombs at Beni Hasan, were spectacularly impressive. Many of the sites we visited
had not been visited by other tourists for some time… And at several we had the
sites entirely to ourselves! So, to sum up, would I travel again with Bob and Pat?
You bet. I’m heading to Sudan with them in January 2016!
Travel with Bob Brier on Undiscovered Egypt,
February 27 - March 11, 2016
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