
Hello Travelers,

My memories of Morocco (from a journey in
1971!) have always been positive. In December 
last year, I spent two weeks traveling around the 
country inspecting hotels, walking the narrow
streets of the souks, and sampling the scrumptious
cuisine (Tajine… yum!).  I left with the impression
of Morocco that is filled with welcoming people,
rich in history and culture, and where prosperity
abounds. Did you know that Morocco produces 
all its own food? That education through 
university is free? And that nine designated
UNESCO World Heritage Sites are found here? 

Far Horizons presents the opportunity to 
experience Morocco and witness all this captivat-
ing destination has to offer. Spain and Morocco:
Follow in the Path of Medieval Islam will take you through southern Spain 
(al-Andaluz) and into Morocco. Learn how these great Islamic dynasties spread
from northern Africa into the Iberian Peninsula with visits to Granada with the
exquisite fortress-palace of Alhambra, Córdoba’s La Mezquita (the Great Mosque),
and Seville’s El Real Alcázar. Then cross by ferry to Morocco and drive to the
charming village of Tétouan with its ancient medina. Then it’s on to the Imperial
capitals of Fez, Meknès, Rabat, and Marrakech. Magnificent! It’s no wonder that
all of these cities in both countries are UNESCO World Heritage Sites!

In 2015, we are adding several new or revised itineraries to our schedule.
How about an expedition through the American Southwest of the United States?
This nine-day trip has many highlights. Join a Navajo guide for a specially-
arranged tour of off-the-beaten-tourist areas of Canyon de Chelly. Explore the 
Ute Tribal Park by four-wheel-drive to discover fascinating remains of the ancient
Anasazi pointed out by our Native guide.  And learn about the compelling
Kachina Cycle at Zuni Pueblo’s mission church.

Are you a history buff? Why not Follow in the Path of Genghiz Khan across
the raw and vivid landscape of the Mongolian steppe, and into the thriving 
modern cities of China in the footsteps of Genghiz Khan and his grandson, Kublai
Khan, who conquered all of China and became the first monarch of its Yuan, or
Mongol Dynasty. 

And for those of you who have been reading my newsletters for years, you
have heard me repeatedly say that voyaging by Turkish gulet is my favorite mode
of transportation. Why not experience this first hand on Elegant Turkey where
one week is spent viewing some of the country’s most outstanding ancient cities
before boarding a privately-chartered yacht for an additional week exploring 
dazzling remains of former civilizations, crusader's castles, and remote fishing 
villages. Imagine sitting on the teak deck surrounded by breathless vistas, azure
seas with an indigo sky above. Stupendous!

Happy journeys,

Mary Dell Lucas, Founding Director
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Follow us on

Is 2015 your year
to visit Greece?
Far Horizons can take you there! And on

each of our two trips, you will be joining

a Great Courses Professor. Steven Tuck

leads Glorious Greece, a 15-day jour-

ney that includes both the celebrated

and more remote remains of the many 

civilizations that have passed across this

land. Spend two days in Athens, travel

through the Peloponnese Peninsula, 

visit the rugged northern part of the

country, and sail to two islands - 

Crete and Santorini - and each day’s

exploration will begin to unfold the

countless layers of Greek history. 

Or how about the Isles of Greece?

Accompanied by Jeremy McInerney,

journey by ferry through the Aegean Sea

to the Cyclad isles of Delos, Paros and

Naxos, along with Santorini, Crete, and

rarely-visited Aegina, with its splendid

Aphaia Temple. But more than history

awaits! Wander cobblestone village

streets lined with gleaming whitewashed

houses, pass by picturesque windmills,

pause for drinks in traditional tavernas,

and immerse yourself in the pastoral life

that inspired legends that have passed

down for millennia.

Glorious Greece
May 23 - June 6, 2015

Isles of Greece
June 7 - 20, 2015



Our journey with Bill last year was a real treat and gave me insight into what

makes him such a popular figure and one who admirers will follow anywhere in

the world. First, his encyclopedic knowledge in medieval history and religion will

astound you. He is very enthusiastic about sharing that knowledge and does it

in a very personable way. He engages people and welcomes all questions… his

energy is boundless!  Bill has a certain joie de vivre which is contagious and is

a treasure to travel with. I would go again with him anywhere!  

Travel with Professor William (Bill) R. Cook on Cathedrals of France, 

May 29 - June 8, 2015, and look for his trip to Italy in 2016.

WILLIAM R. COOK, 
Great Courses

Professor

By Claudine Marken
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In Myanmar, strangers greet one another with the word
mingalabar, meaning “auspiciousness,” “blessing,” or simply
“good luck.” The people and the culture seem to be infused
with the spirit of this greeting, whether it is in the smiles of a
person buying vegetables in a rural market, the crowd that
drifts through the corridors of a Buddhist shrine, or the 
fisherman who casts his net in the shallow waters of Inle
Lake.

For travelers, the first introduction to the meaning of 
mingalabar is often a visit to the great Shwedagon Pagoda 
in Yangon (formerly called Rangoon), the most sacred of all
Buddhist sites in Myanmar. The pagoda is a feast for the 
senses, with the glittering gold of the mirrored spires, the
smell of incense, the sound of recorded chants, and the 
hubbub of the crowds as they make their way around its
many shrines. Visitors rub shoulders with school children 
on class trips, worshippers praying for special blessings or
draping flowers on Buddhist images, or simply a group of
teenagers out for an evening walk. If you are lucky, you can
see a procession of family members carrying a young boy
dressed like a prince for his last visit to the pagoda before he
is initiated as a monk.

The founding myth of the Shwedagon speaks of two
brothers, Tapussa and Bhallika, who were traveling in India
when Siddhattha Gotama achieved awakening and became
the “Buddha.” They offered him a gift of food. In return he
gave them strands of his hair to serve as objects of worship.
They transported the strands back to their homeland, where
they were enshrined on the site of the Shwedagon Pagoda
and became the sacred symbol of Burmese Buddhism.

Few shrines in Myanmar have the sanctity or the 
historical significance of the Shwedagon Pagoda, but they
often are associated with miraculous stories of Buddhist
monks or other historical figures who invest them with their
power. And with the power comes auspiciousness, blessing,
and good luck—mingalabar!

Mingalabar

Travel with Professor David Eckel

to Myanmar, January 3 - 16, 2016.

By Professor David Eckel



Dr. E.C. Krupp, Director, Griffith Observatory

Thanks to Stonehenge, prehistoric megalithic monuments
are well known. Although encountered worldwide, the most
elaborate and developed of these colossal stone constructions
are found along the Atlantic seaboard. Finding a large and
complex bronze-age megalithic monument in the Caucasus,
then, is a surprise. Known as Carahunge, it’s been called 
“the Armenian Stonehenge.” The dramatic vista from the
mountain plateau on which Carahunge is built may partly
explain its location. Under a wide-open sky, it overlooks a  

tributary of the Vorotan River. Although Carahunge has been
likened to Stonehenge, it doesn’t look anything like it as it has
far more stones, more than 220, set out in lines that extend
from and through a stone ring that encloses a burial cairn. 

Celestial significance has been attributed to Stonehenge
and other megalithic monuments, and Carahunge has also
been interpreted astronomically. Armenia’s Parliament offi-
cially named it the Karahunj Observatory in 2004, and it has
been called the world’s oldest astronomical observatory. That
assertion, however, relies on an extravagantly speculative
5500 B.C. date and on poor understanding of astronomical
observation and instrumentation.

Most of the astronomical claims for Carahunge are 
farfetched, and its long, sinuous lines to the north and south
actually may be remains of a far more recent city wall.
Certainly, however, Carahunge is a necropolis, and the sky
seems to have played a role in some prehistoric monuments
involving the dead. Symbolic use of the sky may have been
part of the design of the Carahunge cairn and avenue, and 
the Far Horizons expedition, Mythic Shrines and Celestial
Monuments: Georgia, Armenia, and Northwest Iran will
allow us to assess this site along with other undiscovered
areas few others have ever seen.

Surprises in
Georgia & Armenia

Dear Seth,

After spending most of the day walking the narrow, rock-cut passageways below

ground level that characterize the northern group of churches in Lalibela, it

seems odd to have wide-open space and mountain air surrounding us as I stroll

toward the Church of St. George, or Bete Giyorgis as it is called in Amharic. But

it is refreshing at the same time and adds to the anticipation for what I am about

to see.

As I look down from the vantage point to the perfectly-carved roof in the shape

of a cross, it is easy to understand how the church was artfully constructed: a

deep and wide trench was dug into the earth creating a central monolith, and

then the church was carved out of the rock left standing.  Continuing down to the

base of the sanctuary on a spiral rock-cut path, I pause at the front façade to

take in its grandeur. The reddish hue of the limestone is accented by chartreuse-

colored lichen growing in patches. Thanks to some sage advice from our guide,

our timing is perfectly synced with sunset, so the colors are even more pro-

nounced and vibrant. Cast against the building wall, my shadow and those of my

fellow travelers look like a mini caravan stretched across a desert landscape.

According to legend, after King Lalibela finished constructing ten rock-hewn

churches at Lalibela, St. George was so upset that there was no church dedicat-

ed to him that he personally paid the king a visit to settle the issue. King Lalibela

was remorseful and so he promised to build the most beautiful church for the

saint. Legend aside, I think few would contest that Bete Giyorgis hit the mark!
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Ethiopia

Travel with Dr. E.C. Krupp on Mythic Shrines

and Celestial Monuments: Georgia, Armenia,

and Northwest Iran, September 6 - 23, 2015.

Surprises in
Georgia & Armenia

Travel to Ethiopia

with Dr. Cinzia Perlingieri, 

September 24 - October 8, 2015.

Postcard From



Dear Austen & Graham,

Salam alaikum from Egypt! I know I’ve talked about coming here for a long 

time because I felt it was going to be one of the most wondrous places to 

which I’ve ever traveled. It was all that and more.

I of course wanted to see the great pyramid of Egypt at Giza, and was looking 

forward to going inside of it as well. Who wouldn’t? And while that was one of 

the many highlights of the trip, what I found was such a richer cultural experience

that far exceeded my expectations.

Touring through Egypt with Dr. Bob Brier, the rock star of Egyptology, and 

his engaging wife Pat Remler, an expert in Egyptian Mythology, was an 

experience all on its own. In fact, I seriously couldn’t imagine visiting that 

country and seeing all of those sites without them. They provided such a deep 

level of insight into the history and the humanity of the Egyptian people… I felt 

like we lived through the past several thousands of years with them!

I think my favorite part was getting to spend time seeing all of the sites in and 

around Luxor. Our private events with the archaeologists from the world renowned Chicago House and visiting the

Luxor Temple artfully lit up at night (magical!). Luxor was also the home to perhaps my most memorable site – the

Temple of Karnak (was this where Johnny Carson got that name?) – we spent hours and hours walking through

that complex and it still wasn’t enough time. Karnak felt like a city unto itself, and we marveled at the magnitude of

what it took to build and what it meant to the surrounding people… so impressive. And did I mention the Nile? We

were able to constantly see the Nile, feel the Nile, dine on the Nile and send our postcards from the Nile.

This trip was beautiful, intriguing, fascinating, and sometimes beyond words with how truly impressive and 

inspiring much of it was!
Love, 

Mom (Laurie Nardone)
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Travel with Professor Bob

Brier on Majesty of Egypt,

November 7 - 20, 2015.

I have been fascinated by the Maya forever, it
seems, with a number of Far Horizons tours to Maya
sites, and many independent trips since the early ’70s.
I’ve been intrigued by all those places, overwhelmed
by the buildings and the sheer artistry. But then I 
wonder what they looked like before they became
archaeological parks, how they got to where they are
now, who did that, and how do they know what
they’re presenting?

I joined The Path of the Snake Kingdom trip last
year because it focuses on those questions. We went to
Dr. Marcello Canuto’s lab in Guatemala City, saw and
pondered all the latest finds. We went to sites in
process, just the way they look when they’re being
worked on. We climbed down into exploratory tunnels
that expose elaborate surfaces of ancient facades, 
fragments of paint on long-buried walls. We walked
through active excavations with the principal 
archaeologists, listened to enthusiastic students, 
wondered what it would be like to work there. 
We learned about the emerging history of Kan,

Travel with Professor

David Freidel on The Path

of the Snake Kingdom,

April 4 - 9, 2015 or 

March 20 - 25, 2016.

The Snake Kingdom
By Roberta McIlhenny,
participant on 2014 trip

the Snake Kingdom vs. Tikal, a far cry from the days when nothing
much could be read but dates. And the helicopters (not to mention
the jeeps on the logging road to Holmul) made it the coolest trip 
ever: journeys are as exciting as the destinations.  It’s a unique 
opportunity — don’t miss it!

EgyptPostcard From
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EUROPE & TURKEY
Eastern Turkey's Lost Kingdoms

From the mountains of eastern Anatolia, to the valleys of the Tigris and Euphrates, to the Cilician plain, experience the history and culture of this 
crossroad of civilizations.
May 16 - 31, 2015 with Professor John France.................................................................................................................................$9,995.00

Sicily: Art & Archaeology
Learn about the rich history of this beautiful isle with visits to glorious Greek temples, magnificent cathedrals,  Roman Amphitheaters, and more!
May 16 - 30, 2015 with Professor Alexis Castor ..............................................................................................................................$9,995.00
September 12 - 26, 2016 with Professor Thomas Noble.................................................................................................................$9,995.00 + air

Glorious Greece
Explore both celebrated and more remote remains of the many civilizations that have passed across this land.
May 23 - June 6, 2015 with Professor Steven Tuck .........................................................................................................................$9,995.00
April 9 - 23, 2016 with Professor Thomas Noble ............................................................................................................................$9,995.00

Cathedrals of France
Since the Christianization of Europe, cathedrals have served both as centers of ecclesiastical authority and marvels of architectural genius and 
innovation. Explore the evolution of the Gothic cathedrals, both in Paris and the surrounding area. 
May 29 - June 8, 2015 with Professor William R. Cook .................................................................................................................$8,695.00 + air

An Exploration of Wales and England
View the remnants of prehistoric, Roman, medieval and industrial sites in Wales and Western England. 
June 5 - 19, 2015 with Dr. James Bruhn ............................................................................................................................................$8,895.00 + air

Greek Isles of Myth: Crete, Santorini and the Cyclades
Traveling by ferry, embrace the culture of Crete, Santorini, and of the Cycladic islands: Paros, Naxos, and Delos.
June 7 - 20, 2015 with Professor Jeremy McInerney .......................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air

The Archaeology of Ireland
Discover mythic fortresses, inspiring monasteries, and forgotten relics that stand as evidence of the astonishingly rich and varied story of the 
enchanted land of Éire. 
July 17 - August 1, 2015 with Dr. Enda O'Flaherty.........................................................................................................................$8,695.00 + air

The Riches of Scotland
From the English border to the Orkney Islands, enjoy prehistoric stone circles and chambered tombs, glorious abbeys and cathedrals, and 
medieval castles. 
August 30 - September 14, 2015 with Dr. Brian Buchanan............................................................................................................$8,695.00 + air

Turkish Treasures
Enjoy private tours of Hattusha, capital of the Hittites; Troy, and Ephesus. Visit five UNESCO World Heritage Sites, Sagalassos, Pergamum, 
Cappadocia,  and  more.
September 4 - 19, 2015 with Dr. Letitia Rodriguez .........................................................................................................................$9,995.00
May 28 - June 12, 2016 with Professor Charles Stewart.................................................................................................................$9,995.00

An Archaeological Pub Crawl of Great Britain
Explore prehistoric stone circles and chambered tombs, walk in the footsteps of Roman armies along Hadrian's Wall, and savor the view from 
battlements of medieval castles in remote and beautiful areas of Britain - and rarely be far distant from a source of liquid replenishment.
August 9 - 21, 2015 with Dr. James Bruhn .......................................................................................................................................$8,295.00 + air

Georgia, Armenia & Northwest Iran: Mythic Shrines and Celestial Monuments
Led by the director of Los Angeles County's Griffith Observatory, traverse three countries in the Transcaucasus. Visit Göbekle Tepe, Sogmatar, 
and Nemrud Dag, Qarahunge, Sevsar, Takte-é Soleiman, Marageh Observatory and more, and along the way see how the visions in the sky united 
ancient peoples.
September  6 - 23, 2015 with Dr. E. C. Krupp..................................................................................................................................$9,995.00

Elegant Turkey by Land and Sea
Onboard a private yacht, cruise the southwestern coast of Turkey to explore ancient cities, sunken ruins, fortified castles, and tiny traditional villages.
September 26 - October 11, 2015 with Professor Mary Hollinshead............................................................................................$9,895.00 + air

Spain & Morocco in the Middle Ages: In the Path of Islam
In the early 6th century, after the death of the Prophet Mohammad, an Islam caliphate was created that expanded throughout northern Africa. 
And in 711, an Arab army crossed the Straits of Gibraltar and began the conquest of Iberia. Travel from southern Spain into Morocco and learn 
how the spread of Islam changed the medieval world.
October 16 - 31, 2015 with Professor Camilo Gomez-Rivas ..........................................................................................................$9,995.00

Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta: In the Path of the Crusader Knights
After the fall of Jerusalem, the Knights of the Order of Saint John the Hospitaller sought refuge in the Kingdom of Cyprus, and then Rhodes. 
Two hundred years later, Sultan Suleiman’s forces drove the Knights from that island and they were then established on Malta where they fought 
pirates instead of the infidels.
April 17 - May 1, 2016 with Professor John France ........................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air

THE MIDDLE EAST & ARABIA
The Grandeur of Petra, The Splendors of Jordan

View  celebrated mosaics of Madaba; Roman Jerash; elegant Umayyad fortress-palaces; the unique statues of ‘Ain Ghazal; and two full days in 
2,500 year old Petra.
March 14 - 27, 2016 with Professor Gary Rollefson........................................................................................................................$8,995.00

Iran: Empires of Everlasting Fire
Embrace the cultural diversity of Pasargad, Persepolis, Isfahan, Shiraz, and other sites, and witness the way in which previous empires have left 
their indelible mark.  
May 17 - June 2, 2016 with Professor Mark Garrison ....................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air
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INDIA,  ASIA and CHINA
China: Along the Silk Road

Mogao Caves' ornate Buddist paintings, the world's oldest market in Kashgar, the Taklamakan Desert, Turpan, Kuqa and Urumqi and so much more.
August 9 - 26, 2015 with Professor Johan Elverskog....................................................................................................................$10,995.00

Sri Lanka and the Perahera Festival
Enjoy the festive processions honoring the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic, and visit Anuradhapura, one of the ancient capitals of Sri Lanka; the 
Royal Palace in Polonnaruwa; Fortified Galle; the sacred city of Kandy, and Dambulla Cave Temple – all UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
August 21 - September 7, 2015 with Dr. Ruth Young.....................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan: A Journey through Central Asia
Follow in the footsteps of Alexander the Great, Genghiz Khan, Marco Polo, and Tamerlane. Experience Merv, Khiva, Bukhara, Samarkand.  
September 27 - October 14, 2015 with Dr. Jennifer Rose ...............................................................................................................$9,995.00

Mongolia & China: In the Path of Genghiz Khan
Follow in the Path of Genghiz Khan and the Great Khan’s family as they swept through Mongolia, China and beyond creating what became the 
largest empire in history. 
October 2 - 19, 2015 with Professor Andrew Wilson......................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air

Cruise Up the Mekong River:  The Khmer and The Maya
Onboard a privately chartered river vessel with only 12 cabins, learn of the similarities of the Maya and the Khmer civilizations as told by Drs. Coe 
and Evans as we cruise up the Mekong from Saigon to Siem Reap. Along the way stop to explore temples, pagodas, and ancient cities.
November 9 - 25, 2015 with Professor Michael Coe and Dr. Damian Evans ...........................................................................$13,995.00

Burma (Myanmar): Land of the Golden Pagodas
Yangon, Mrauk-U, Pindaya Caves, Inle Lake, and Bagan where more than two thousand spires rise above the horizon. 
January 3 - 16, 2016 with Professor David Eckel ............................................................................................................................$8,595.00 + air

Angkor Wat and Laos
Historically-rich Cambodia and Laos including six full days at Angkor, and in Laos, see Vat Phou, Vientiane, and World Heritage city of Luang Prabang.
January 4 - 20, 2016 with Dr. Damian Evans .................................................................................................................................$10,995.00

OCEANIA
Chile and Easter Island's Tapati Festival

Immense stone statues, perplexing petroglyphs, vibrant cave paintings, and the Tapati Festival, a time of revelry honoring both the past and present culture. 
January 29 - February 9, 2016 with Dr. Sidsel Millerström ...........................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air

EGYPT AND AFRICA
Ethiopia: The Wonders of the Horn of Africa

Ethiopians developed a sophisticated culture based on a deep love of Christianity. Revel in Gondar, Bahir Dar, the Simien Mountains, the 
underground churches of Lalibela, and colorful Good Friday celebrations in Axum.
September 24 - October 8, 2015 with Dr. Cinzia Perlingieri..........................................................................................................$9,695.00

The Majesty of Egypt
Cairo to Luxor to Aswan to Abu Simbel, enter sites closed to the public - the tombs of Seti I and Nefertari, the Red Pyramid, Sakkara's Unas Temple, 
and the burial chamber in the Great Pyramid.
November 7 - 20,  2015 with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler ............................................................$12,995.00

Sudan: An Exploration of Ancient Kush
In northern Sudan in the land of Kush towering pyramids, painted rock-cut tombs, and ornately carved temples await discovery. 
January 24 - February 6, 2016 with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler .................................................$10,995.00 + air

Undiscovered Egypt
Explore Tanis, Alexandria, Amarna (with a private tour by the project director), tombs closed to the public, and cruise aboard our own traditional yacht.
February 27 - March 11, 2016 with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler ....................................................CALL

Tunisia
Tunisia is a country of unexpected variety - Roman amphitheaters, ancient Punic cities, Byzantine fortresses, and thousand-year old mosques, including 
seven UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
August 27 - September 11, 2016 with Professor Anne Haeckl ......................................................................................................CALL

THE AMERICAS
Capital Cities of the Ancient Maya

Copan, Tikal's towering temples, Yaxchilán, Bonampak’s murals, and Palenque. Spend two days in the colonial town of San Cristobal de las Casas.
January 30 - February 11, 2016 with Dr. Stanley Guenter..............................................................................................................CALL

In the Path of the Snake Kingdom: El Mirador, La Corona, Holmul
Fly by helicopter to La Corona, Waka, and El Mirador, and then to Holmul and learn how hieroglyphic texts proclaim the power of the mighty Kan.
March 20 - 25, 2016 with Professor Marcello Canuto.....................................................................................................................$9,995.00 + air

Peru: Inkas & Their Ancestors
From the northern Moche cities to the highland Inka sites, experience Peru's past. Caral, Chanquillo, ChanChan, Machu Picchu, and the Nazca Lines.
June 17 - July 2, 2015 with Dr. William Sapp...................................................................................................................................$9,595.00

Discover the American Southwest
The Four Corners area of the American Southwest is one of the most breathtaking landscapes in the world. Explore the archaeology and experience Chaco 
Canyon, Mesa Verde, Hovenweep, Ute Tribal Park, Canyon de Chelly, Acoma, Zuni Pueblo’s Mission Church, and Salinas National Monument.
August 22 - 30, 2015 with Dr. Todd Bostwick .................................................................................................................................$4,995.00 + air

Mexico: In the Path of the Olmecs
Travel with renowned Olmec scholar, Professor Kent Reilly, through the Veracruz lowlands from San Lorenzo to La Venta, home to the colossal heads and 
finely carved sculptures emblematic of the Olmec style were found.  See Chalcatzingo, one of the most significant ceremonial centers in central Mexico!
Spring 2016 with Professor F. Kent Reilly III ...................................................................................................................................CALL

Yucatan: Off the Beaten Path
Explore out of the way Maya cities - Santa Rosa Xtampak, Balamku,  Dzibanche, Balankanche, and Calakmul. Visit Tulum, Chichén Itzá, 
Uxmal and Ek Balam. 
February 13 - 22, 2016 with Dr. Stanley Guenter ............................................................................................................................CALL
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First-time visitors to Peru are almost always surprised to 
discover that the Inca empire lasted for less than one hundred
years and that there were so many other civilizations that 
preceded them, with pyramids and other monumental 
architecture dating back more than five thousand years.

Peru is divided between the steep, rugged terrain of the
Andes, a large part of the Amazon Basin, and a coastline as long
as that of the entire western United States, and  the cultures that
developed between 3,000 BC and 1500 AD were shaped by very
different environments. Along the north coast, the Moche (AD
200-800) created some of the most sophisticated ceramics in 
the world, easily rivaling those of ancient Greece. And their 
pantheon of gods is memorialized in vividly painted friezes 
and breathtaking gold jewelry. Did you know that the Moche
developed a technique for electroplating gold on copper before
the arrival of the Spanish? 

Because the coastal environment is so dry, the preservation of
adobe pyramids, palaces, and administrative centers is excellent
and many still stand imposingly almost 500 years after the
Spanish conquest.  The successors to the Moche, the Chimú 
(AD 900-1460), built a capital city at ChanChan that covered more
than ten square miles. Ten major palaces still stand with twenty
five foot high walls covered with intricately decorative patterns. 

Of course the Inca ruins are among the most magnificent
stone structures in the world. The palace of Machu Picchu is one
of the true wonders of the world, but some of the other palaces
and ceremonial sites are equally impressive. Ollantaytambo,
Chinchero, and Saqsaywaman are magnificent examples of 
engineering and craftsmanship that are truly unforgettable. 

Now is truly the time to visit some of the most memorable
archaeological remains in the world. 
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Travel with Dr. William

Sapp on Peru: The Inka

and their Ancestors,

June 17 - July 2, 2015.

Why Peru?
By Dr. William Sapp

By Dr. Brian Buchanan

There has never been a better time to explore the

archaeological and historical heritage of Scotland, 

as 2015 has been dubbed the Scottish year of 

archaeology. DIG IT! 2015 will combine large-scale

and local initiatives to engage the public with the rich

archaeological heritage of Scotland through exciting

events scheduled throughout the year. A good 

example of Scotland’s remarkable archaeological 

past is the excavations at the Ness of Brodgar in 

the West Mainland of Orkney. In 2002, a geophysical

survey revealed a huge complex of anomalies 

positioned between the Ring of Brodgar and the

Stones of Stenness as part of the Heart of Neolithic

Orkney UNESCO World Heritage Site Geophysics

Programme. On-going excavations since 2004 have

revealed a large prehistoric settlement dating from 

c. 3200 through 2300 BC. Here we will be hosted 

by the archaeologists. Together with the Neolithic

Monuments of Maeshowe, Skara Brae, the Ring of

Brodgar, and the Stones of Stenness, Orkney 

contains some of the most important Neolithic 

sites in Western Europe. 

In addition to time on Orkney, the Riches of Scotland

trip will visit other important archaeological historical

sites dating from the prehistoric through the Industrial

Revolution. The remarkable depth of archaeological

and historical sites in Scotland includes Bronze Age

cairns, Iron Age brochs, Roman fortifications, numer-

ous medieval castles and churches, and battlefields

charting the long and often contentious history

between Scotland and England. The time to visit

Scotland is now!

The Year 
for Scotland

Travel to Scotland with 

Dr. Brian Buchanan,  

August 30 - September 14, 2015



The ancient and medieval sites of Sicily—massive Greek
temples preserved at Agrigento or Segesta, the mosaics of the
Villa Romana del Casale, or the spectacular Monreale
Cathedral—preserve major religious and political monuments
built by various groups who have occupied the island.

But we could also hold equally impressive traces of
Sicily’s wealth in the the palm of our hand. Greek cities in
Sicily minted some of the most beautiful coins of antiquity.
Syracusan coins depict the lovely nymph Arethusa lavishly
decked out in jewelry and sporting the latest hairdo. On the
reverse of these coins, prancing stallions documented the
Olympic victories of the chariots sponsored by the city’s
tyrants. Barley, celery, dolphins, crabs, and even an occasional

octopus stamped on coins produced throughout the island
represent just a fraction of the abundance that the land and
sea offered. The coins had a practical purpose as well, of
course, which we will consider as we visit the massive 
temples that these coins helped to fund.

From architecture to small change, on the Far Horizons
trip we will look at the archaeology of Sicily to study not 
just what foreign cultures left behind, but how they adapted
to the unique wealth that the island offered.
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Travel with Professor Alexis Castor on 

Sicily: Art and Archaeology, May 16 - 30, 2015

Sicily’s
Wonders

By Professor 
Alexis Castor

Why choose Far Horizons? 
•  Most trips limited to a maximum of 14 participants.

•  Specially arranged private entrée events hosted by 

directors of archaeological and other scientific projects.

•  PhD Study Leaders including Great Courses professors.

•  Far Horizons helps fund archaeological and other  

scientific projects.

The adventure, education, camaraderie of like minded 

travelers and a new understanding of the world's cultures, 

both past and present, have given us an 85% return rate 

of intellectually curious travelers who return to explore 

with Far Horizons again and again.


