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Dear Adventurers,
I had the good fortune to
spend January in India where
I traveled all over Rajasthan. What
a captivating part of the world! No
written description can do justice
to the desert hill forts and massive
fortified palaces, many with
UNESCO World Heritage status.
These magnificent citadels, some
encircled by defensive walls as
long as ten miles in length, attest
to the stupendous power of
the Rajput princely states that
flourished here from the 8th to the 18th century. And enclosed within are opulent
royal residences, trading centers, and glorious sanctuaries covered with incised
and painted art that often predated the fortifications.
Our February 2017 tour to India takes us through the Gujarat and Rajasthan
states. We begin in Mumbai where we will visit ancient fire temples built by
Parsis, the devotees of the Zoroastrian religion who came to India from Iran in
the 8th and 10th centuries and are followers of one of the oldest religions in the
world. In Gujarat, we will visit the remains of the important ancient city of
Lothal, dating back to the 4,400-year-old Harappan civilization; Modhera’s
Sun Temple built a thousand years ago; and two spectacular step wells, dug
down to the water table to provide both fresh water and refreshing relief from
the sweltering sun. This trip has it all: ornate palaces, fortified castles, Jain
sanctuaries, Parsi fire shrines, walled cities, and Udaipur’s Mahakaleshwar
Temple where we will witness a cacophony of sounds and sights as devotees
worship Lord Shiva.
Have you visited our new website – www.farhorizons.com? We, all of us at
Far Horizons, worked hard to create a true presentation of what we offer to you,
our travelers. Please take the time to look through the different pages and note
our new itineraries: Central Mexico and the Toltecs, Scandinavia, Bulgaria,
Southeast China, and watch for even more new trips in 2017!
We are often asked, ‘What sets Far Horizons apart from other tour companies?’
There are several reasons: the carefully chosen scholars who lead our trips,
our detailed itineraries, the private access to archaeological sites, and the
specially-arranged presentations to our small groups. We take pride in our
collective knowledge of each destination. Unlike many tour operators who
develop a single itinerary that can be marketed repeatedly, Far Horizons
customizes each trip to create a truly unique travel experience. On our website
and in our brochures, you will see highlights for each trip.
I hope you enjoy our latest newsletter and will pass it along to friends. And
keep watching our blog as we post interesting tidbits on the latest archaeological
and historical discoveries along with tales from our travelers.
Happy journeys,

Mary Dell Lucas, Founding Director
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imbricated in, the present. We will see how
Andalucía and North Africa are intimately
connected. One stellar example is that of the
Giralda, the fabled Almohad minaret in Seville.
It replicates and is replicated by similar minarets
built by the Almohads throughout their expansive
empire in North Africa and, even today, by the
minaret of the great mosque in Paris.
From 711 to the present day, these two worlds
were, and have remained, one. They were – and
are – linked by language, culture, religion, and
aesthetic sensibilities. They are connected by the
sound of Arabic so deeply imbedded in modern
Castilian, by the sounds of the muezzin calling the
faithful to prayer and echoed in the cante jondo
(the deep chant of the Roma people), by the
material presence of Jews, Conversos, and
Muslims who fled to North Africa at the end of
the Middle Ages. For the traffic between both
sides of the western Mediterranean went both
ways. Today, both shores of the Western
Mediterranean are equally linked by migration. In the Middle
Ages, this was a world often torn by political and religious strife.
It still is, but also by the commingling of different people into one
space and a shared culture.
As we travel through Southern Spain and North Africa,
we will be walking through a past that is still alive and that, in
every great monument or quotidian event, clamors for our
attention and reasserts its enduring presence. We will travel
through a past that is alive in the shape of hybrid cultural
products, diet, customs, and daily activities. The past is an
essential part of today’s politics of immigration and of the
recovery (sometimes ahistorical) of an imagined heritage and
identity. I have long worked on the intertwined histories of
Southern Spain and North Africa. This trip, therefore, is both a
deep personal experience and a shared one. We see things far
better when we see them with others and through other people’s
eyes. And although I have seen many of the things we will see in
this voyage, seeing them with you, through your eyes and your
experiences of place, talking to you about what we have seen,
will make them new for me as well. I look forward to our voyage,
to sharing with you whatever knowledge I have of these places’
histories, and to learning a great deal from you as well.

Spain & Morocco
By Teofilo
Teofilo Ruiz
Ruiz
By

Bruce Chatwin’s book, Songlines (1987), had a tremendous
impact on me. Combining fiction and travel narratives, Chatwin’s
account of Australia’s aborigines is also a deep reflection on
travel. Traveling means coming face to face with our own selves,
with sites unknown and yet known, with others who are different
and alike. Travel forces us to examine who we are, as we are
prompted to step out of our own caves (the Platonic allegory
of the cave) and enter into those of others. Coincidentally, about
the same time I was reading Chatwin, I found a quote from a
little known German poet, Paul Meyer. It was both the title of
his book and his epitaph: “wanderer without end”. I also like to
think of myself also as such. I am a wanderer in the physical
aspects of travel and in being a flâneur, but I am also a wanderer
in the travels I take with my imagination. So I go to sleep, while
imagining places in Paris or Venice where I have walked in the
past. As Tolkien once wrote, “not all who wander are lost,” and
I would add: all who wander, or travel, are surely found.
So welcome to the Far Horizons sojourn in Andalucía and
North Africa, to our wandering across Southern Spain, crossing
of the Straits of Gibraltar, and roaming through the ancestral
homes of the Almoravids and Almohads in Morocco’s mountains.
In many ways, our voyage is both one of discovery and
remembrance. In traveling, one discovers not only new worlds
but becomes aware of a past that endures in art, popular culture,
and memory. For me, it is always a thrill to travel, not just to
ancient sites and medieval buildings, but, in a sense, to travel
in time, to step into a past that lives in parallel with, and

Travel with Professor Teofilo Ruiz
Spain & Morocco: In the Path of Medieval Islam
September 24 – October 9, 2016

"Entering Queen Nefertari's Tomb in the Valley of the Kings is
my favorite Far Horizons memory. The tomb was, unsurprisingly,
spectacularly beautiful. The colors and images are so alive it felt
like that tomb had just been completed and was poised to receive
her body. But what struck me was how intimate it felt (despite its
size), and how privileged I was to stand in a place never meant
to be seen by anyone but a handful of Egyptian royalty. And, of
course, it was even more special that this tomb is closed to the
public and once again beyond the reach of public scrutiny.
By Tony Navarrete Yep, that's my favorite Far Horizons memory..."

My Favorite
Far Horizons
Memory

See Nefertari’s Tomb on Majesty of Egypt,
November 5 – 18, 2016
2 • www.farhorizons.com
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My Love of Turkey
By Charles Stewart

“DAWN is a magical time. Bleary-eyed, I open my
shutters to the east, and upon the balcony, breathe-in the
salty Sea of Marmara. At this time rays flood the empty
streets and deserted squares. Oh ancient Constantinople!
Has the world ever seen such a glorious city, now hidden
under modern Istanbul? Your golden domes and silver towers
are crowned with starry clouds merging natural beauty with
human ingenuity. How your crimson banners heroically
brace themselves against the wind! While the citizens sleep,

Postcard From

Holy Peace descends upon you with the fog, like the
Byzantine church that bears that name (Hagia Eirene). And
like mist, your peace gradually dissipates with every waking
soul. What is that scent? It is cinnamon, honey and melting
butter. Below me, I see a cart stacked with freshly-baked lokma
(doughnuts) and baklava; the baker, looks up and greets me
with a hearty ‘Gün-ay-dın’ (good morning).”
I wrote these words in my diary when I first visited
Istanbul as a student in 2006. Since then, every time I return
to Turkey, I re-live my past memories while discovering new
sights and sensations. Each trip is different because my fellow
companions change; their unique insights and comradery
always provide fresh perspectives. In a land that is layered-up
with monuments since the dawn of civilization, it is
wonderful to have guides that point-out the masterpieces
hidden by the panoply of ruins and lush vegetation. On one
trip I learned how science allowed us to reconstruct the first
city, known as Çatalhöyük; and while at Troy, I experienced
the odyssey of the Trojan War. Turkey is a land of history,
myth, and science – a puzzle within a puzzle – and with
every trip I find new mysteries to unravel.
Travel with Professor Charles Stewart
on Far Horizons tour of western Turkey,
September 3 – 18, 2016

Ethiopia
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China’s Fujian Tulou,
or Hakka Houses

Southern China's Fujian province tends to be way off
the beaten tourist trail. But this coastal region offers a
fascinating glimpse of traditional Chinese heritage, a
growing rarity in this rapidly developing country.
Among the more intriguing pieces of history in Fujian
are the tulou – large, round, rammed-earth buildings
dating back centuries. They were built by the Hakka
people, a Han tribe that wandered into southern China
about 2,000 years ago. It was an age when bandits roamed
the countryside, and defensive structures were needed.
Built between the 12th and 20th centuries, the communal
earthen buildings housed large families and sometimes
multiple groups, providing protection from marauders.
Designated UNESCO World Heritage, they are
officially called "Fujian tulou."
These odd-looking structures can stand as low as one
story, and serve as homes to one extended family. But the
more famous tulou are authentic castles, with six-footthick rammed earth walls, gun holes and an iron-coated
central door, some as high as five stories and with as many
as 60 rooms on each floor. A single door serves as the only
entrance. Windows are narrow, a reminder of the tulou’s
original purpose as a fortress to keep out thieves.
Discover these unusual buildings, along with many other
rarely-visited sites, on Southeast China’s Maritime Silk
Road with Dr. Andrew Wilson of The Great Courses
fame, October 15 – 30, 2016

Postcard From
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Far Horizons Schedule of Trips
All Dates and Prices Subject to Change • Revised 3/15/16

EUROPE & TURKEY

Glorious Greece
Explore 5 UNESCO sites – Santuary of Epidaurus, Mycenae, Olympia, Delphi, Knossos on Crete and Akrotiri on Santorini.
Spring 2017 with Professor Steven Tuck ..........................................................................................................................................CALL
Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta: In the Path of the Crusader Knights
After the fall of Jerusalem, the Knights of Saint John the Hospitaller sought refuge in the Kingdom of Cyprus, and then Rhodes, and finally Malta.
April 17 - May 1, 2016 with Professor John France ........................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air
Tuscany & Umbria: Art & Architecture
Explore the architectural and artistic offerings of Florence, Siena, Pienza, Assisi, Orvieto and much more!
May 14 - 25, 2016 with Professor William R. Cook .......................................................................................................................$9,995.00 + air
Rome & Southern Italy
Travel to Rome and explore the largest archaeological park in the world, before traveling south to see Pompeii, Herculaneum and Paestum.
May 21 - 31, 2016 with Professor Steven Tuck ................................................................................................................................$9,495.00 + air
An Exploration of Wales and England
View the remnants of prehistoric, Roman, medieval and industrial sites in Wales and Western England.
June 3 - 17, 2016 with Dr. James Bruhn ............................................................................................................................................$8,895.00 + air
Scandinavia: Denmark, Norway & Sweden co-sponsered with UCLA Extension
Tour three Scandinavia countries to learn the connections between culture and the sky while seeing nine UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
June 12 - 27, 2016 with Dr. E. C. Krupp............................................................................................................................................$9,395.00 + air
The Archaeology of Ireland
Discover mythic fortresses, inspiring monasteries, and forgotten relics that stand as evidence of the astonishingly rich and varied story of the
enchanted land of Éire.
July 29 - August 13, 2016 with Dr. Enda O'Flaherty ......................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air
An Archaeological Pub Crawl of Great Britain
Explore prehistoric stone circles and chambered tombs, walk in the footsteps of Roman armies along Hadrian's Wall, and savor the view from
battlements of medieval castles in remote and beautiful areas of Britain - and rarely be far distant from a source of liquid replenishment.
August 7 - 19, 2016 with Dr. James Bruhn .......................................................................................................................................$8,295.00 + air
The Riches of Scotland
From the English border to the Orkney Islands, view prehistoric stone circles and tombs, and medieval abbeys, cathedrals and castles.
July 30 - August 14, 2016 with Dr. Brian Buchanan .......................................................................................................................$8,895.00 + air
Turkish Treasures
Enjoy private tours of Hattusha,Troy, and Ephesus. Visit Sagalassos, Pergamum, Cappadocia, and more!
September 3 - 18, 2016 with Dr. Charles Stewart ............................................................................................................................$9,995.00
Eastern Turkey's Lost Kingdoms
From the eastern mountains to the valleys of the Euphrates, experience the history of this crossroad of civilizations.
September 10 - 25, 2016 with Professor Jennifer Tobin ..................................................................................................................$9,995.00
Sicily: Art & Archaeology
Learn about the rich history of this beautiful isle with visits to glorious Greek temples, magnificent cathedrals, Roman Amphitheaters, and more!
September 12 - 26, 2016 with Professor Thomas F.X. Noble .........................................................................................................$9,995.00 + air
Bulgaria: Land of History
From its towering mountains and lush valleys, Bulgaria contains a wealth of sites, including Thracian tombs and 7 UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
September 17 - October 3, 2016 with Professor Andrew Poulter .................................................................................................$7,995.00
Spain & Morocco: In the Path of Medieval Islam
Travel from southern Spain into Morocco and learn how the spread of Islam changed the medieval world.
September 24 - October 9, 2016 with Professor Teofilo Ruiz ........................................................................................................$9,595.00 + air
Greek Isles of Myth: Crete, Santorini and the Cyclades
Traveling by ferry, embrace the culture of Crete, Santorini, and of the Cycladic islands: Paros, Naxos, and Delos.
October 2 - 15, 2016 with Professor Jennifer Tobin.........................................................................................................................$9,495.00 + air

EGYPT AND AFRICA

The Majesty of Egypt
Cairo to Luxor to Aswan to Abu Simbel, enter sites closed to the public – the tomb of Nefertari, the Red Pyramid, Sakkara's Unas Temple,
and the burial chamber in the Great Pyramid.
November 5 - 18, 2016 with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler .............................................................$12,995.00
Ethiopia: The Wonders of the Horn of Africa
Revel in the beauty of Gondar, Bahir Dar, the Simien Mountains, the rock-hewn churches of Lalibela, and the mesmerizing Meskel festivities.
September 23 - October 7, 2016 with Dr. Cinzia Perligieri ............................................................................................................$9,895.00
Sudan: An Exploration of Ancient Kush
Visit Meroe, Jebel Barkal, Naga and Mussawarat. Enjoy private access at Tombos, El Kurru and Kawa.
January 29 - February 11, 2017 with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler ..............................................$10,995.00 + air

OCEANIA

Chile and Easter Island's Tapati Festival
Immense stone statues, perplexing petroglyphs, vibrant cave paintings, and the Tapati Festival, a celebration honoring the Rapanui culture.
February 5 - 16, 2017 with Dr. Sidsel Millerström .........................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air

(800) 552-4575 • (415) 482-8400 • fax (415) 482-8495 • www.farhorizons.com • email: journey@farhorizons.com
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Far Horizons Schedule of Trips
All Dates and Prices Subject to Change • Revised 3/15/16

INDIA, ASIA and CHINA

Burma (Myanmar)
Land of the Golden Pagodas – Yangon, Mrauk-U, Inle Lake, Bagan – where more that two thousand spires rise skyward, and Sri Ksetra,
Burma’s first and only UNESCO World Heritage Site.
January 9 - 23, 2017 with Dr. Charlotte Galloway ..........................................................................................................................$8,595.00 + air
China: Along the Silk Road
Mogao Caves' ornate Buddhist paintings, the world's oldest continuous market in Kashgar, the Taklamakan Desert, Turpan, Kuqa and Urumqi
and so much more.
October 6 - 23, 2016 with Professor Johan Elverskog.....................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air
Southeastern China
Travel from Shanghai to Macau and see the UNESCO World Heritage Sites of Xidi, Hongcun, Macau, Kaiping Villages, Fujian roundhouses,
Souzhou gardens, and much more.
October 15 - 30, 2016 with Professor Andrew Wilson....................................................................................................................$9,995.00
Angkor Wat and Laos
Historically-rich Cambodia including four full days at Angkor and Preah Vihear, its newest UNESCO World Heritage Site; and in Laos
see Vat Phou, Vientiane, and Luang Prabang.
January 5 - 21, 2017 with Dr. Damian Evans .................................................................................................................................$10,995.00
India: Gujarat & Rajasthan
Gujarat's Step wells and Lothal. Rajathan's Parsi and Brahma temples,and Jodhpur and Jaisalmer desert fortresses.
February 4 - 20, 2017 with Dr. Jennifer Rose ...................................................................................................................................$9,495.00 + air
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan: A Journey through Central Asia
Follow in the footsteps of Alexander the Great, Genghiz Khan, Marco Polo, and Tamerlane. Experience Merv, Khiva, Bukhara, Samarkand.
April 17 - May 4, 2017 with Dr. Jennifer Rose .................................................................................................................................$8,995.00 + air
Sri Lanka and the Perahera Festival
Enjoy the festive processions honoring the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic, and visit Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Galle and the sacred city of Kandy.
July 29 - August 16, 2017 with Dr. David Eckel ..............................................................................................................................CALL
South India: Temples and Traditions
From Hampi and Chikmaglur and Karaikudi to Tanjore, the temples visited contain some of the greatest architectural and sculptural achievements
in India.
Spring 2017............................................................................................................................................................................................CALL

THE AMERICAS

Central Mexico: The Toltec Heritage
Learn about the mysterious Toltecs at Tula, but also the great cities that preceded it – Cacaxtla, Xochicalco, Malinalco, and Teotihuacán!
May 7 - 17, 2016 with Dr. Stanley Paul Guenter .............................................................................................................................$6,995.00
Peru: Inkas & Their Ancestors
From the northern Moche cities to the highland Inka sites, experience Peru's past. Caral, Chanquillo, ChanChan, Machu Picchu, and the Nazca Lines.
June 17 - July 2, 2016 with Dr. William Sapp...................................................................................................................................$9,895.00
Discover the American Southwest
Chaco Canyon, Mesa Verde, Hovenweep, Ute Tribal Park, Canyon de Chelly, Acoma, Zuni Pueblo’s Mission Church, and Salinas National Monument.
August 6 - 14, 2016 with Dr. Todd Bostwick ...................................................................................................................................$5,995.00 + air
Capital Cities of the Ancient Maya
Copan, Tikal's towering temples, Yaxchilán, Bonampak’s murals, and Palenque. Spend two days in the colonial town of San Cristobal de las Casas.
January 28 - February 9, 2017 with Dr. Stanley Paul Guenter ......................................................................................................$8,795.00
Yucatan: Off the Beaten Path
On the border with Guatemala are hidden cities – Calakmul, Balamkú, Dzibanché, Kinichna, Santa Rosa Xtampak. Also see Uxmal, Kabah,
and Chichen Itza.
February 11 - 20, 2017 with Dr. Stanley Paul Guenter ...................................................................................................................$8,095.00
In the Path of the Snake Kingdom: El Mirador, La Corona, Holmul
Fly by helicopter to La Corona and El Mirador, and then drive to Holmul and learn about the power of the mighty Ka'an, or Snake Kingdom.
April 22 - 27, 2017 with Professor Marcello Canuto .......................................................................................................................CALL
Mexico: In the Path of the Olmecs
The Olmecs revealed from La Venta, San Lorenzo, and Tres Zapotes to Chalcatzingo.
March 10 - 19, 2017 with Professor F. Kent Reilly III......................................................................................................................CALL
Bolivia
Journey through Bolivia and see six UNESCO World Heritage Sites: The historic cities of Sucre and Potosí, the archaeological sites of Samaipata
and Tiwanaku, the Jesuit Missions of the Chiquitos, and a section of Qhapaq Ñan, Andean Road System.
April 30 - May 15, 2017 with Dr. Andrew Roddick ........................................................................................................................CALL

THE MIDDLE EAST & ARABIA

The Grandeur of Petra, The Splendors of Jordan
View the mosaics of Madaba; Roman Jerash; Umayyad fortress-palaces; the unique statues of ‘Ain Ghazal; and two full days in Petra.
March 13 - 26, 2017 with Professor Gary Rollefson........................................................................................................................$8,995.00
Iran: Empires of Everlasting Fire
Witness the way in which previous empires have left their indelible mark. Visit Pasargadae, Persepolis, Shiraz, Isfahan and more!
May 16 - June 1, 2017 with Dr. Jennifer Rose...................................................................................................................................CALL

(800) 552-4575 • (415) 482-8400 • fax (415) 482-8495 • www.farhorizons.com • email: journey@farhorizons.com
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RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES

Tomb from Thracian-Roman Period Discovered in Bulgaria

Travel with Far Horizons,
September 17 – October 3, 2016,
and see all seven of Bulgaria’s
UNESCO World Heritage sites.

During the rehabilitation of water supply pipes in Plovdiv, construction
workers have hit what is thought to be an ancient Thracian tomb from the
Roman period (all of ancient Thrace was conquered by the Roman Empire in
46 AD). These remains may be part of the western necropolis of ancient
Philipopolis, as Plovdiv was known in antiquity. Ancient archaeological
structures are often discovered by accident during construction works in major
Bulgarian cities. Recently a medieval child’s grave was found in Plovdiv, and
the discovery of a skeleton under the fortress wall of ancient Odessos in the
Black Sea city of Varna made international headlines last year.
The ancient Thracians were an ethno-cultural group of Indo-European tribes
inhabiting much of southeast Europe from the middle of the second millennium
BC to about the 6th century. Bulgarian archaeologists have uncovered many
tombs from this era, often ornately decorated. Kazanlak contains murals
representing burial rituals and culture, and Sveshtari displays ten female figures
carved in high relief on the walls of the central chamber. Both of these tombs
have been designated UNESCO World Heritage.

Were women important to Stonehenge??
Archaeologists have uncovered the remains of 14 women, believed to be of
elite status, buried at the iconic prehistoric monument of Stonehenge. The
discovery was announced in the latest publication of British Archaeology
magazine, and the findings suggest a gender-equal society thousands of years
ago. "During recent excavations, more women than men were found buried at
Stonehenge, a fact that could change its present image. The archaeology now
shows that as far as the burials go, women were as prominent there as men.
This contrasts with the earlier burial mounds, where men seem to be more
prominent," stated archaeologist Mike Pitts who edits the publication. He
believes that the understanding of Stonehenge may drastically change due to
these finds. The discovery supports the theory that Stonehenge functioned, at
least for part of its long history, as a cremation cemetery for leaders and other
noteworthy individuals. According to the publication, the Neolithic site is the
country's largest prehistoric cremation cemetery, and burials there were likely
reserved for those of higher status.

See Stonehenge on the Far Horizons
Archaeological Pub Crawl of Great Britain,
August 7 – 19, 2016

Drones photographing Peru’s Chan Chan
Chan Chan has recently been
experiencing a deterioration
in parts of the complex, and
has been warned by UNESCO
that the site could lose its
status as a Cultural Heritage
Site. Now technology is giving
researchers a helping hand. In
a special project, the Ministry
of Culture of Peru is using
drones in order to better
develop and conserve the
archaeological site. These tiny
aircrafts have now taken 8,000
Visit ChanChan on the Far Horizons tour to Peru,
images of the complex to give
June 17 – July 2, 2016
a clear view of the problem
areas to enable archaeologists
in conservation and restoration.

Bring Friends and
Receive a 50%
Discount!
Have you looked at some of
Far Horizons remarkable tours and
thought about how fun it would be
to share the experience with your
family or a close group of friends?
Our trips to Ireland, Wales, Scotland,
and An Archaeological Pub Crawl
to Great Britain can be exclusively
yours, including dates that are
convenient, when you bring four
others along to make a total of five
participants. And for this, you as
the organizer will receive a 50%
discount on the trip!
www.farhorizons.com • 7
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Why choose Far Horizons?
• Maximum of 14 participants or fewer.
• Specially-arranged private entrée events hosted by
directors of archaeological and other scientific projects.
• Carefully chosen PhD Study Leaders.
• Far Horizons helps fund scientific projects.

P.O. Box 2546
San Anselmo, CA 94979 USA

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The adventure, education, camaraderie of like minded
travelers and a new understanding of the world's cultures,
both past and present, have given us an 85% return rate
of intellectually curious travelers who return to explore
with Far Horizons again and again.

ATTENTION POSTMASTER:
Please deliver on or before
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Delos: a Study
in Neutrality

By Jennifer Tobin

The glittering Aegean Sea laps the shores of over 1000 islands,
at least 100 of which are inhabited today. Many boast rich
histories stretching back 8,000-10,000 years, but no island’s
history can compare with that of Delos whose mythic origins,
religious import, dearth of resources and mercantile might have
conspired to create a unique biography. This tiny island, only
1.3 square miles in size, is located in the heart of the Aegean
within an island group known as the Cyclades, whose name
reflects the importance of Delos, as they were seen to have
revolved or “cycled” around this small archipelago. According to
myth, the Titaness Leto, pregnant with Zeus’ progeny, was harried
by Hera, Zeus’ wife. Hera saw to it that no bit of land would
accommodate the pregnant girl, who wandered Greece until she
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found Delos, a floating island that was exempt from Hera’s curse.
As the island drifted gently through the blue waters of the Aegean,
Leto held fast to a palm tree and gave birth to two deities, Artemis
and Apollo. The island eventually lodged itself and became a
sanctuary to those important gods, where in antiquity they were
honored with statues and buildings. Because the island has little
water, poor soil and few natural resources it was never greatly
populated. Its inhospitable landscape coupled with its sacred
nature allowed for Delos to be a neutral power in Greece. This
neutrality functioned in a positive way, when, for example, in the
5th century BC it was the center of the Delian League, a naval
force designed to protect Greece against invasions by sea. But
its neutrality also could be twisted for darker purposes. In the 2nd
century BC the Romans declared Delos a free port, independent of
naval law. Italian merchants, ready to build their fortunes flocked to
the island, but so did slave traders, making Delos the largest slave
market of the Mediterranean. Today a visit to Delos reveals the
island’s unique history: marble temples and statues devoted to
Apollo and Artemis, public buildings built by merchants and their
private houses complete with deep cisterns to collect precious
rain water. Best of all, today the entire island is an archaeological
site with no inhabitants. Unencumbered by modern houses, shops
and restaurants, one can stroll the quiet streets of Delos and
imagine the varied past of this remarkable island.

Professor Jennifer Tobin leads the
Far Horizons trip to the
Greek Isles, October 2 – 15, 2016
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