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MuseuMs of four Cities
September 14 – 22, 2018
A truly unique adventure to Berlin, Paris, London 
and Cambridge to see the stunning Egyptian 
collections at the Neues Museum, the Louvre,  
the British Museum and the newly re-opened 
Fitzwilliam Museum.

Majesty of egypt
November 3 – 16, 2018
Travel in the footsteps of the Pharaohs from Cairo 
to Luxor to Aswan and experience awe-inspiring 
events at sites normally closed to the public,  
including Nefertari’s tomb and the Queen’s  
chamber inside the Great Pyramid.

sudan
January 20 – February 2, 2019
A 4-wheel drive adventure through the deserts 
of northern Sudan. Explore Khartoum, Tombos, 
Soleb, Kerma, and the UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites of Meroë and Jebel Barkal.

undisCovered egypt
March 16 – 29, 2019
Experience some of the most historically  
important, yet often unvisited, sites in Egypt,  
including Alexandria and Amarna. Enjoy a  
three-day cruise down the Nile aboard a traditional 
Egyptian sailing yacht at the culmination of the trip.

BOB BRIER

Travel with  
Bob Brier, Mr. Mummy, 

in 2018 and 2019

Dear Adventurers,
 Every year, we ask our travelers what 
keeps them coming back to travel with  
Far Horizons over and over again. One  
of the most common reasons is our  
outstanding study leaders. We agree, 
they are knowledgeable, engaging and 
(perhaps most importantly) fun traveling 
companions! Beginning in this, our Spring 
newsletter, we will highlight one of the 
scholars who leads for Far Horizons.  
Read about Who is Johan Elverskog? 
leader of our China Silk Road, September 
18 – October 4, 2018.
 Speaking of outstanding scholars, 
you may want to consider traveling with 
Professor Teofilo Ruiz through southern 
Spain (Andalucia) and Morocco, October 27 – November 10, 2018. He is  
Distinguished Professor of History specializing in the medieval period at the 
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). He has earned accolades for his 
teaching, including the Carnegie Foundation as one of the four Outstanding 
Teachers of the Year in 1994 and in 2008, and received UCLA’s Distinguished 
Teacher Award. In 2012, he was awarded the National Humanities Medal for  
‘his inspired teaching and writing’ by President Barack Obama. Over the course 
of many books, Dr. Ruiz has explored the culture and society of medieval  
and early modern Spain. His latest book, published in 2017, is The Western  
Mediterranean and the World: 400 CE to the Present. Professor Ruiz is a featured 
lecturer on The Great Courses.
 We are fortunate in that several professors on The Great Courses series have  
chosen to guide Far Horizons groups. Think about joining Steven Tuck on the  
Etruscans of Italy, June 2 – 13, 2018, or William R. Cook on Cathedrals of 
France, June 1 – 11, 2018. Or travel with Bob Brier on Majesty of Egypt,  
November 3 – 16, 2018, or several other Egypt-themed trips in 2018.
 In addition to the wonderful scholars who lead our trips, Far Horizons  
maintains an 85% return rate of people who travel with again and again because 
we have unique itineraries and private access to archaeological sites and  
museums. When you visit our website, make sure to look for the Why Take this 
Tour? section on the itinerary page of each trip to learn about the special events 
that we have created to enhance the educational travel experience for you.
 Have you thought about putting together a group of friends or family  
members to take a trip? Look at our tours to Ireland, Wales, Scotland, England, 
along with Oaxaca! With only five people, we can make one of these itineraries 
yours, and you can set the dates!
 So many fascinating trips, so little time…. The world awaits you!

    Happy traveling!

    Mary Dell Lucas
    Founding Director



 One thousand years ago, King Malcolm III summoned men 
for a race up a mountain in order to find a speedy royal courier.  
And thus, the Highland Games were born. As time passed,  
these tournaments became a way of finding the best contenders 
to serve the household of the clan chieftain and also allowed  
musicians and dancers to display their skill.
 Today these competitions celebrating the Celtic culture take 
place all over Scotland during the summer and are wonderful  
to see. Set in the stunning landscape of the highland whisky 
country, Tomintoul was created by the 4th Duke of Gordon in 
1775, and the highland games that take place in this charming 
village every year are comprised of friendly rivalry between 
local people and those from neighboring communities. 
 The games begin with a march of playing pipe bands  
from the center of the village to the field where the games are 
held. There, amidst a sea of colorful tartan and a cacophony of 
bagpipe music can be seen a wonderful spectacle steeped in 
skill, tradition, and community. Highland dancers give dazzling 
displays of fancy footwork, while track and field events and 
activities of brute strength are showcased. Certainly one of the 
most impressive demonstrations of brawn and grit is the caber 
toss where determined athletes pick up a 20-foot-tall pole,  
balance and flip it with the hope of it landing straight ahead  
in the 12 o’clock position. Wow!

Highland Games of Scotland

See the Highland Games at Tomintoul  
as part of Far Horizons’ tour of  
Scotland, July 14 – 28, 2018

2  •  www.farhorizons.com

in the path of Medieval islaM:  
spain and MoroCCo
With Professor Teofilo Ruiz, Oct. 27 – Nov. 10, 2018

Join Far Horizons  
for a 15-day trip to  
examine how the 
spread of Islam 
changed the medieval 
world on the Iberian  
Peninsula and  
northern Africa. Our  
journey includes magnificent sites in southern Spain –  
Granada, Córdoba, Sevilla – and four imperial cities in  
Morocco – Rabat, Fes, Meknes, and Marrakech – all  
UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

in the path of the etrusCans:  
froM roMe to florenCe
With Professor Steven L. Tuck, June 2 – 13, 2018

Travel through  
picturesque central  
Italy on a journey to  
understand the history 
and culture of the  
Etruscan civilization, 
including stops at  
renowned museums  
and stunning archaeological sites. This unique itinerary  
visits four UNESCO World Heritage Sites: the Etruscan  
necropolises of Cerveteri and Tarquinia, the historic center  
of Florence, the historic center of Rome, and Vatican City.

FEATURED TRIPS!
 Cats are a recurrent theme  
in Norse mythology. Ancient  
Scandinavian folk tales and  
legends are filled with stories 
involving felines, including  
mountain-dwelling ‘fairy cats’. 
When Thor visited Utgarda-Loki, 
he tried to lift the giant’s grey pet, 
but without success – it turns out 
that the beast was actually the 
Midgard Serpent that was so  

huge that it could encircle the 
world and grasp its own tail. And 
the goddess, Freya – in charge  
of love, fertility, battle, and  
death – traveled in a chariot  
pulled by six cats. The image of 
the warrior god in her cat-drawn 
wagon was a powerful one for 

the Vikings. Her adventures were 
described in ancient Norse Sagas 
and the Icelander Snorri Sturluson 
wrote about her in his Prose Edda.
 If the Vikings had so many 
stories showing the importance  
of these animals, then it seems 
likely that these furry creatures 
traveled with them on long  
voyages throughout their vast 
trade routes. They would  
have served as mousers on  
the Norse longships and  
would have kept the rat  
population down upon arrival  
at their destinations.
 Scientists recently sequenced  
the DNA from hundreds of cats 
from archaeological excavations 
throughout Europe, the Middle 
East, and Africa, and have  
discovered that these fuzzy  
companions moved as the  
Vikings spread. There is even 
archaeological evidence that  
cats made it to Greenland.

Travel through Denmark,  
Norway and Sweden with  
Professor Jesse Byock,  
June 8 – 24, 2018

the vikings and their Cats
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Dear Seth,

Yesterday we embarked on an adventurous expedition in 4WD jeeps 

through the magnificent, and seemingly untouched, Canyon de Chelly 

(pronounced de-shay) National Monument. Located within the  

boundaries of the Navajo Nation in northeastern Arizona, the sheer  

sandstone walls – rising up to 1,000 feet – of the two canyons that  

join here are reminiscent of the majestic Grand Canyon, but on a  

much smaller scale and in a much more beautiful way.

Taking off from the nearby town Chinle, our privately-arranged Navajo 

guides transported us through the canyons on a journey back in time. 

Canyon de Chelly is one of the longest continuously inhabited areas 

in North America and because it is entirely owned by the Navajo  

Tribal Trust, Navajo people still live within the park and farm the 

fertile valleys the same way their ancestors did centuries ago.  

We witnessed this first hand, with stops to meet our guides’ extended  

family and friends to learn about how they cultivate the lush valley floor using traditional methods.

As we continued deeper into the canyon on our voyage, we stopped at various points of interest – like White House Ruins – to 

savor the grandeur of dramatic cave dwellings (some hundreds of feet from the valley floor) carved into the cliff face and  

forged into multi-story villages. Our day concluded with a drive along the rim of the canyon, and only from this perspective can 

you experience the true perfection of this geographical wonder. Every view is magnificent, every undulation of gigantic rock 

walls unable to be bettered, every color – evolving from rosy pink in the mornings to golden orange in the afternoon, always  

punctuated by bursts of green foliage – is breathtaking. This is a place not to be missed!

              Hugs,

Postcard from Canyon de Chelly…

Travel to Canyon de Chelly on  

Far Horizons’ American Southwest trip, 

September 7 – 16, 2018

 When we visit the great temple of 
the goddess Meenakshi in the city of 
Madurai, we are absorbed in a flood of 
Indian pilgrims who have made their 
way, often on foot, for many days just  
to have a brief glimpse of the image  
of the goddess. Their goal is to take the 
darshan of the goddess, to see and be 
seen by her, and feel its emotional  
power. The traditional word for this  
emotional experience is samvega or 
“aesthetic shock.” Pilgrims sometimes 
describe it as an arresting moment, 
when time seems to stop, and they see 
themselves as the goddess sees them,  
by being reflected in her eyes.
 I had an experience like this once in 
small temple near the city of Udaipur in 
Rajasthan. As I walked into the darkness 
in the center of the temple, I heard the 
sound of chanting, drums, and bells 
coming from the central shrine, along 
with clouds of incense boiling under the 
curtain that separated the shrine from 
the rest of the temple. Suddenly I heard 
the sound of a great gong, the curtain 

was pulled aside, and I saw 
two big eyes staring at me from 
the darkness. I recognized later 
that these were large ceramic 
eyes that sometimes are fixed to 
images in Hindu temples, but at 
that moment they were just eyes, 
staring at me as I was staring 
at them, and the hair stood up 
on the back of my neck. I felt a 
moment of “aesthetic shock.” 
 The great art historian  
Ananda Coomaraswamy once 
defined samvega as “a state of 
agitation, fear, awe, wonder or 
delight induced by some physically  
or mentally poignant experience,” and 
he traced the idea back to the Buddha 
and beginning of Buddhist pilgrimage 
in India.  It is certainly alive today in 
the experience of pilgrims at the great 
pilgrimage sites of South India. When 
we travel through South India with  
Far Horizons, we might see ourselves 
more as being pilgrims as well as  
tourists. There are many things that  

tie us together. We see things that 
delight us, agitate us, and fill us with 
wonder – things that cause us to see 
ourselves differently in light of what we 
see. Isn’t that what makes the journey 
such an experience of pleasure?

By David Eckel

Experiencing ‘Samvega’ in South India

Join Professor David Eckel  
on Far Horizons’ tour  
through South India,  
January 3 – 19, 2019



 Johan Elverskog is a world-renowned scholar of China and Inner Asia  
(especially Mongolia, Central Asia, Tibet and the Silk Road). He is Altshuler  
University Distinguished Teaching Professor and Professor of Religious Studies  
at Southern Methodist University (SMU). Dr. Elverskog is the author and editor  
of eight books, which have won several awards and have also been translated  
into Chinese, Korean, and Russian. They include Uygur Buddhist Literature and  
the multiple award-winning Buddhism and Islam on the Silk Road. He is currently  
completing a new project entitled The Buddha’s Footprint: An Environmental History  
of Asia. Dr. Elverskog specializes in the history of religions, especially their spread 
and interactions along the Silk Roads, and has been an invited speaker around the 
world. He speaks Tibetan, Mongolian, Uygur, and Chinese.

What is it like to travel with Johan Elverskog?

“Wonderful! His knowledge of and interest in an interdisciplinary approach to the 
Silk Road and the whole region made a difference. I learned a lot!”  – Jan Austin

“Johan gave detailed and insightful lectures. He showed a depth and breadth  
of knowledge and a willingness to share. A very impressive guide. We were  
privileged to get him.“  – David and Susan Dobmeyer

“Excellent. A subject expert, interesting lecturer, good company and  
accessible!”  – Frances Underwood
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 Along the road from Oaxaca  
to Mitla grows the celebrated  
Árbol del Tule, a Mexican bald  
cypress towering over a hundred 
feet above the adjacent chapel of 
Santa María. The age of this  
giant tree is uncertain but the  
best scientific estimates put it 
at 1400 to 1600 years old. Most 
interestingly, this correlates well 
with local legend that tells of its 
planting about 1,500 years ago by 
Pecocha, Oaxaca’s version of the 
famous Mexican god-king  
Quetzalcoatl. The legend of  
Pecocha is quite interesting yet 
frustratingly incomplete.
 What is certain is that the Árbol del 
Tule has been alive since the middle of 
the Classic period era when Oaxaca was 
dominated by the Zapotec civilization 
centered on the great ancient capital of 
Monte Albán. The Árbol del Tule would 
have been hundreds of years old by the 
time the Zapotec state of Monte Albán 
collapsed and must have already been 

an impressive tree when the Mixtecs 
moved into this area in the Early  
Postclassic period. This mighty  
cypress was already more than half  
a millennium old when Spanish  
conquistadores arrived in the Valley of 
Oaxaca under the (in)famous Cortés  
to claim the territory for Charles V.
 Amid the fascinating and often  
turbulent history of this otherwise  
tranquil and incredibly beautiful land, 

the Árbol del Tule has witnessed  
numerous important changes 
in the culture of the people who 
have called Oaxaca home. Many 
of the most significant movers 
and shakers of Oaxaca’s history, 
as well as the common folk  
whose hard work made all of  
that history possible, have stood 
in the shade of this ancient giant  
and marveled at its age and  
timeless grandeur.
 You won’t find a more  
impressive “Christmas tree” than 
the Árbol del Tule, and on our 
journey through this great land, 

we can sense an interconnection with  
all the people of Oaxaca, ancient and 
modern, as we stand in the cool shade  
of its majestic branches. We hope you 
can join us on this festive tour! 

By Stanley Guenter

Travel with Stanley Guenter  
on Christmas in Oaxaca,  
December 20 – 28, 2018

Travel with Professor Elverskog  
on China’s Silk Road  
(a co-sponsored trip with  
History News Network),  
September 18 – October 4, 2018

The Awe-Inspiring Arbol del Tule,the 
Huge and Ancient Tree of Oaxaca!

‘

Who is Johan Elverskog?STUDY LEADER PROFILE



Below you will find a list of our upcoming tours. Which destinations are tempting you? Complete the contact section on back of this page,  
check the tours that interest you and return to our office by email, mail or fax. We also enjoy talking with you so give us a call at 1-800-552-4575

EUROPE & TURkEY
 Cathedrals of France with Professor Bill Cook

 June 1 – 11, 2018
 An Exploration of Wales and England with Dr. James Bruhn

 June 1 – 15, 2018
 In the Path of the Etruscans: From Rome to Florence with Professor Steven Tuck

 June 2 – 13, 2018
 In the Path of the Vikings: Denmark, Norway & Sweden with Professor Jesse Byock

 June 8 – 24, 2018
 The Archaeology of Ireland with Dr. Enda O’Flaherty

 June 15 – 30, 2018 and June 14 – 29, 2019
 The Riches of Scotland with Dr. Brian Buchanan

 July 14 – 28, 2018
 An Archaeological Pub Crawl of England with Dr. James Bruhn

 August 5 – 17, 2018
 Georgia and Armenia with Professor John France

 August 10 – 27, 2018
 Greece’s Dodecanese Islands by Private Yacht with Professor John France

 August 27 – September 8, 2018
 Bulgaria: Land of History with Dr. Emil Nankov

 September 7 – 24, 2018
 Museums of Four Cities: Berlin, Paris, London & Cambridge with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler

 September 14 – 22, 2018
 Medieval Spain and Morocco: In the Path of Islam with Professor Teofilo Ruiz

 October 27 – November 10, 2018
 Croatia: Fabled Illyria and the Adriatic Coast with Professor John France

 September 21 – October 5, 2018
 Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta: In the Path of the Crusader knights with Professor John France

 April 28 – May 12, 2019
 Greek Isles of Myth with Professor Judith Barringer

 April 28 – May 11, 2019
 Turkish Treasures with Professor Charles Stewart

 May 17 – June 2, 2019
 Rome and Southern Italy with Professor Steven L Tuck

 May 19 – 29, 2019
 Sicily: Art & Archaeology with Professor Thomas Noble

 May 24 – June 7, 2019
 Lost kingdoms of Eastern Turkey with Professor Jennifer Tobin

 May 4 – 19, 2019
 England’s Cathedrals, Abbeys, and Medieval Painted Churches with Professor Bill Cook

 June 2 – 15, 2019
 Art of the Silk Road: St. Petersburg, Paris & London with Dr. Jennifer Rose

 June 15 – 26, 2019
 Glorious Greece with Professor Judith Barringer

 September 7 – 21, 2019

EGYPT & AFRICA
 Ethiopia: The Wonders of the Horn of Africa with Dr. Luisa Sernicola

 September 23 – October 7, 2018
 The Majesty of Egypt with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler

 November 3 – 16, 2018 and November 2 – 15, 2019
 Sudan: An Exploration of the Ancient Kush with Professor Bob Brier

 January 20 – February 2, 2019
 Undiscovered Egypt with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler

 March 16 – 29, 2019

OCEANIA
 Chile and Easter Island’s Tapati Festival with Dr. Sidsel Millerström

 January 29 – February 9, 2019
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FAR HORIZONS SCHEDULE AND BROCHURE REQUEST FORM



THE MIDDLE EAST & ARABIA
 The Grandeur of Petra, The Splendors of Jordan with Professor Gary Rollefson

 March 9 – 22, 2019
 Iran: Empires of Everlasting Fire with Professor Jennifer Rose

 October 4 – 20, 2019

INDIA, ASIA AND CHINA
 China: Along the Silk Road with Professor Johan Elverskog

 September 18 – October 4, 2018
 South India: Temples and Traditions with Professor David Eckel

 January 3 – 19, 2019
 Angkor Wat and Laos with Dr. Damian Evans

 January 6 – 22, 2019
 India: Gujarat and Rajasthan with Professors Michael H. Fisher & Paula Richman

 February 2 – 18, 2019
 Central Asia: Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan Central Asia with Professor David Brophy

 April 24 – May 11, 2019
 Sri Lanka: Resplendent Land with Professor Anne Blackburn

 August 6 – 23, 2019

THE AMERICAS
 Central Mexico: The Toltec Heritage with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 May 26 – June 5, 2018
 Christmas in Oaxaca, Mexico with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 December 20 – 28, 2018
 Peru: Inkas & their Ancestors with Professor Clark Erickson

 June 8 – 23, 2018 and June 15 – 30, 2019
 American Southwest with Dr. Todd Bostwick

 September 7 – 16, 2018
 The Enduring Maya with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 October 21 – November 2, 2018
 Belize with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 January 5 – 13, 2019
 Capital Cities of the Ancient Maya with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 February 3 – 25, 2019
 Mexico’s Yucatan: Off the Beaten Path with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 February 16 – 15, 2019
 Guatemala & El Salvador: Lost Cities of the Ancient Maya with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 March 7 – 17, 2019
 In the Path of the Snake kingdon: El Mirador, La Corona, Holmul with Professor Marcello Canuto

 March 2019
 Bolivia with Professor Andrew Roddick

 May 4 – 19, 2019

Our mission is to design unusual itineraries to new destinations led by renowned scholars. This combined with our 85% return 
rate means that many of our tours fill quickly. The best way to remain updated is through Far Horizons email newsflashes.  
Please return both sides of this form by one of the following methods:

Name

Mailing address

Email address                                                                                                     Phone

Please note that we respect your privacy and do not share or sell our mailing list to any other company or organization.

(800) 552-4575 • (415) 482-8400 • fax (415) 482-8495 • www.farhorizons.com • email: journey@farhorizons.com

FAR HORIZONS SCHEDULE AND BROCHURE REQUEST FORM

Fax: 415-482-8495 
Call: 800-552-4575 or 415-482-8400

Email: journey@farhorizons.com
Mail: Far Horizons Archaeological & Cultural Trips
           P.O. Box 2546, San Anselmo, CA 94979
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Mom,

Bulgaria does not lend itself well to preconceived notions; its history is 

too vast and its landscape too diverse for easy generalizations. From the 

beautiful cobblestone streets and inspiring architecture of Sofia and Ruse 

to the rocky outcrops of Tatul and Perperikon that were once populated by 

Thracians, Bulgaria is truly a treasure trove of fascinating sites.

A stunning example is the intricate cliff-side relief of the Madara Rider. 

Dating to the 8th century and the only work of its kind in Europe, this 

breathtaking monument depicts a horseman defeating a lion and  

followed by a dog. Though now showing signs of wear from wind  

and rain, the site remains an overpowering testament to the territory’s 

realistic artistic tradition.

Another highlight of our journey is our meeting with the director of  

excavations at the unassuming Tell Yunatsite, a mound with literal layers 

of its 7000-year history concealed in the soil. It is here that possibly the world’s oldest gold 

artifact was found – a tiny bead – and, more recently, where an anthropomorphic gold amulet dating  

to the Chalcolithic period has been discovered. After touring the site, we are able to sneak a peek at some recent  

discoveries at the nearby museum.

While all visits amaze, I remind myself that still more history awaits unearthing. I can’t wait to see what my next trip will bring!

                                    Love,

Postcard from Bulgaria

Travel on Bulgaria: Land of History  

with Dr. Emil Nankov  

September 7 – 24, 2018

 Georgia and Armenia offer  
fascinating archaeology and history  
to the adventurer. Both countries  
are rich with thousand-year-old  
monasteries and churches, castles and 
fortresses, and even a first-century  
Hellenic temple. This region is also 
jam-packed with prehistoric monuments 
that are similar to those found in the 
British Isles, Brittany, and Malta. But 
much of the ancient history of the  
Caucasus region is a mystery.
 In Georgia, the Kldekari Reserve 
was home to the Trialeti culture during 
the Bronze Age, and on the slopes of the 
mountain range are found a multitude 
of stone circles and standing stones. In 
the tiny community of Tejisi, a church 
was constructed within a stone circle to 
Christianize this sanctuary. On a nearby 
hill, a field of cromlechs sits next to  
St. Nicholas Church. Protected inside 
this medieval sanctuary is a 15-foot-tall 
menhir, the biggest monolith in  
Georgia, modified by early Christians 
who carved a huge cross on the face  
of the boulder.

Prehistoric Georgia and Armenia

Explore these intriguing  
shrines of Georgia and  
Armenia with Far Horizons,  
August 10 – 27, 2018

 Winding through the remote  
countryside of Armenia is a magnificent 
Megalithic Avenue that rivals those in 
Brittany. Thought to date from 6,000 BC, 
these parallel rows of standing stones 
march in regular formation almost  
half a mile across the hillside. And 
Karahunj, or Zorats Karer, may be 3,500 
years older than England’s Stonehenge. 
This captivating Bronze Age settlement 

covers several acres and contains a 
7,500-year-old stone circle and a  
necropolis with more than 200  
enormous chamber tombs.



Eighteen hundred years ago the Roman 
army built one of its smallest but most 
heavily defended forts at the site of  
Vindolanda, which is now a part of  
the Frontiers of The Roman Empire 
World Heritage Site. In 2016, the  
Vindolanda archaeologists discovered 
an incredible time capsule of life and 
conflict, and amongst the debris were 
dog and cat skeletons, pottery, leather 

and 421 Roman shoes. Visitors who 
were lucky enough to come to  
Vindolanda this summer watched in 
amazement as shoe after shoe was 
found in the ditch, each one a window 
into the life and type of person who  
might have once worn it. Baby boots, 
small children’s shoes, teenagers, ladies 
and men’s boots, bath clogs, both  
indoor and outdoor shoes. What has 

been uncovered conceivably represents 
more than one shoe for every person 
who lived inside the fort at Vindolanda 
at that time.
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 Considered the largest ancient stone city in the New World, the 
walled citadel of Kuelap was hidden in the verdant greenery high  
in the cloud forest for three centuries until it was rediscovered in 
1843. Constructed of massive stone blocks during the sixth century,  
it is three times as old as Machu Picchu and is one of the most 
breathtaking archaeological sites in the Americas.
 This gigantic city covers 1,112 acres, with an encircling rock  
wall reaching an extraordinary 60 feet high, a remarkable feat of  
engineering. The fortifications protect more than 400 buildings, 
round house living quarters for thousands of residents, along with 
other civil, religious or domestic structures. Overlooking the  
stunning Utcubamba Valley, Kuelap is a formidable and impressive 
sight to behold.
 Until very recently, hours over dirt tracks by sturdy vehicle  
and then a trek on foot up the mountain was the only way to reach 
these imposing ruins. The Peruvian government has recently built  
a cable car system that departs from 6,000 feet altitude to carry  
adventurers 4,000 more feet uphill to Kuelap, offering a scenic  
journey with incredible views on the way up.

Larger than Machu Picchu  
and three times as old?

Travel to Kuelap on  
Far Horizons’ tour of Peru,  
June 8 – 23, 2018

Gain an in-depth, private  
tour of Vindolanda by the  
director of excavations,  
Dr. Andrew Birley, on  
Far Horizons’ tour of  
England, August 5 - 17, 2018

Vindolanda Roman Fort

ANDREW BIRLEY

Why choose Far Horizons?
    •  Maximum of 14 participants.

    •  Specially-arranged private entrée events hosted by  
       directors of archaeological and other scientific projects.

    •  Carefully chosen PhD Study Leaders.

    •  Far Horizons helps fund scientific projects.

   The adventure, education, camaraderie of like minded 
   travelers and a new understanding of the world’s cultures, 
   both past and present, have given us an 85% return rate 
   of intellectually curious people who return to explore 
   with Far Horizons again and again.


