
Dear Adventurers,
 We frequently ask our travelers what 
keeps them coming back to Far Horizons 
over and over again. One of the most 
common reasons is our outstanding study 
leaders. We agree, they are knowledgeable, 
engaging and (perhaps most importantly) 
fun and interesting companions! Several 
lecturers of The Great Courses series are  
leading trips for Far Horizons in 2019. 
Think about joining Steven Tuck on the 
Etruscans of Italy and Rome & Southern 
Italy. Or join William R. Cook on Cathedrals, Abbeys, and Medieval Churches 
of England. Why not travel with Bob Brier on Sudan or Undiscovered Egypt? 
And Malcolm David Eckel will lead both South India and Indonesia. See our 
schedule for the dates.
 Our 85% return rate keeps us hopping as we design new itineraries to tempt! 
Don’t miss our tour to the museums of St. Petersburg, Paris, and London, with 
an emphasis on Silk Road Art, led by Dr. Jenny Rose. Bob Brier and Patricia 
Remler will be leading a new Egyptology focused jaunt to the Museums of  
Germany and the Netherlands. And Johan Elverskog will take a group to 
Southeast China: In the Path of the Maritime Silk Road, in 2020.
 Along with new programs, we have organized private entrée events that are 
specially arranged only for Far Horizons’ groups. See the ‘Why Take This Trip’ 
outlined in each brochure. The best way to keep up with our tours is to receive 
our weekly newsflashes. If you are not on our list, please call our office.
 And finally, don’t miss our sojourns through Turkey, my favorite country in 
the world – Western Turkey (Turkish Treasures), Eastern Turkey, and by private 
yacht with only eight others to the Dodecanese Islands of Greece.
 Enjoy our latest newsletter and pass it along to friends. So many fascinating 
vacations, so little time…. The world awaits you!

    Happy journeys!

    Mary Dell Lucas
    Founding Director
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Escape Winter’s Cold
TRIPS TO MESOAMERICA 

BELIZE
With Dr. Stanley Guenter
January 5 – 13, 2019
Lamanai, Altun Ha, Xunantunich, Cahal Pech, and 
the southern sites of Lubaantun and Nimli Punit.

MAYA CAPITAL CITIES
With Dr. Stanley Guenter
February 3 – 16, 2019
Copán, Quirigua, Tikal, Yaxchilán, Bonampak, 
Palenque and two full days in San Cristobal  
de las Casas.

MEXICO’S YUCATAN
With Dr. Stanley Guenter
February 17 – 27, 2019
Merida, Uxmal, and Chichén Itza along with the  
remote centers of Balamkú, Ek Balam, and  
Calakmul.

LOST CITIES OF THE MAYA
With Dr. Stanley Guenter
Guatemala & El Salvador
March 7– 17, 2019
Guatemala’s Dos Pilas, Ceibal, and Aguateca, and 
El Salvador’s UNESCO World Heritage Site of Joya 
de Cerén plus Tazumal and Cihuatán.

MEXICO’S OLMECS
With Dr. Karl Taube
March 23 – 31, 2019
La Venta, San Lorenzo, Tres Zapotes, and 
Chalcatzingo, plus the Xalapa and Mexico City 
Anthropology Museums.

Ask about our Central Mexico and Oaxaca tours!

South of Egypt, in the country of Sudan, fed by the richness of the Nile  
River, remarkable civilizations developed here more than 4,000 years ago. 
Towering pyramids, painted rock-cut tombs, and ornately carved temples 
await discovery. Travel by 4-wheel drive along the Nile and through the  
deserts of northern Sudan, home to the oldest sub-Saharan African  
kingdom, the kingdom of Kush, the most powerful state in the Nile valley 
4,000 years ago. Kush monuments and art display a rich combination of 
Pharaonic, Greco-Roman and indigenous African traditions, and two are 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites – Meroë and Jebel Barkal.

SUDAN  With Bob Brier

The January 20 - Feb 2, 2019  
trip will be the last tour that  
Dr. Bob Brier leads to Sudan.  
Don’t miss this opportunity! 



 West of the Euphrates River, in  
the mountainous reaches of eastern  
Anatolia lies the region known in  
antiquity as Commagene. This wealthy 
and fertile area, strategically placed 
along several inland trade routes, was 
conquered first by the Assyrians, then 
the Persians and finally by Alexander the 
Great. In the 160s BC it developed into 
an independent kingdom whose ruling 
house believed itself to be descended 
from both Macedonian and Persian  
royalty. For a century the kingdom  
existed as a quiet backwater and might 
have remained so, except for the  
farsightedness of its greatest king, 
Antiochus I, who first recognized the 
importance of allying his small kingdom 
with Rome.  In 64 BC the Roman general 
Pompey the Great formally recognized 
him as a “client king,” an independent 
ally of Rome.  In a period when Rome 
was relentlessly absorbing small  
principalities like Commagene, it is a 
credit to Antiochus I’s diplomatic skills 
that his kingdom remained free.

 Antiochus I celebrated his new status 
with the creation of an impressive tomb 
located on Nemrud Mountain, towering 
6,000 feet above sea level. The tomb took 
the form of an immense gravel tumulus 
flanked on three sides by terraces. The 
main one, located on the eastern side of 
the mound, contained colossal seated 
statues of gods. Each god was identified 
by a Greek inscription carved on the back 
of its base, and the figure occupying the 
center of the row was Zeus/Oromasdes, 
the supreme god of heaven. The dead 
king was also present, wearing the  
Commagenian crown. Below the  
seated figures was a row of reliefs  

depicting Antiochus I being welcomed 
by the gods as well as images of the 
king’s ancestors, Persian and Greek  
monarchs, including Alexander the 
Great. The western terrace mirrored that 
of the east, but was built on a smaller 
scale, and the northern terrace appears  
to have never been finished.
 Antiochus I died sometime in the 
30s BC. There are two versions of his 
demise, one that he passed peacefully 
and another that he was murdered. It has 
always been assumed that Antiochus I 
was buried within the tumulus on  
Nemrud Dag, although no tomb chamber 
has ever been discovered. But because no 
pottery has been recovered from the site, 
and because the northern terrace was 
never finished, many scholars question 
whether the tomb was ever used. King 
Antiochus I may indeed have been  
murdered and his magnificent tomb  
never occupied.
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View King Antiochus’ tomb with  
Dr. Jennifer Tobin on  
Eastern Turkey, May 4 – 19, 2019.

	 Sometimes	you	find	a	tour	that	has	a	magical	depth.	 
This Far Horizons itinerary is one. Everyone loves the Viking 
sagas, warrior heroes, gods and strategists: Ragnar Lothbrok, 
shield maiden LaGertha, Loki the troublemaker, Rollo the 
conqueror of Frankia, Sigurd the dragon slayer, and Ivar the 
Boneless. This trip took us into their Middle Ages world through 
the Viking ships, their harbors and ports, metallurgy, textiles 
and weaponry, longhouses, rune stones, burial mounds, Stave 
churches, and Scandinavian farm country.
 With 17 days of travel, there were too many sites and  
experiences to recount here. We started in Copenhagen at 
Kronborg Castle, Roskilde Cathedral, and the National Museum 
Viking artifacts. From there we travelled to Hedeby, Germany 
where we had a private tour of the 100-year-old excavations, 
the replica long-houses, and the Haithabu Viking Museum.  
The lush port town of Hedeby is surrounded by a defensive 
earthen rampart called Dannewerk. In a goose-bump raising  
experience, as we climbed the rampart, I realized it was the 
very spot where my young Danish great-grandfather fought  
the Prussians in the second Battle of Schlesweg-Holstein.  
It is hallowed ground for my ancestors and Vikings.
 At Jelling, the home of King Gorm and Harald Bluetooth,  
we had a private tour of the grounds, mounds and the  
spectacular rune stones. Nearby was a newly discovered  
Viking wooden bridge at Ravning. We ferried from Denmark  
to Sweden to visit the Hedared Medieval Stave Church with its  
distinctive dark wood structure and colorful frescoes. Moving 
north we stopped at Tanum for a private tour of the intriguing 

pre-historic rock carvings which  
number in the thousands at this  
World Heritage UNESCO site.  
The best stop in Oslo was the  
Viking	Museum	with	the	magnificent	 
Oseberg ship, the burial place for 
two revered women and many  
animals as well as carved sleighs 
and cart. Recent genetics testing 
has shown that the young woman 
was Persian, further evidence of  
the geographic span of Viking  
commerce and human  
connection. The Goteberg ship  
honored a warrior whose skeleton showed his battle wounds.
	 We	flew	to	Gotland	during	the	last	days	of	our	trip	during	
Midsommer Festival revelry.  Again we had private guided  
tours of the Visby fortress walls and towers, runes, labyrinths,  
Gannarve ship grave, many churches from the Middle Ages.  
Everywhere we got exercise walking and climbing stairs and 
had wonderful Scandinavian cuisine. I know I was not the  
only one who returned with Nordic cookbooks. We are home, 
enriched with the sagas, new recipes, and deepened  
knowledge of the Vikings’ place in our story.

In the Path of Vikings
A Journey through Denmark, Norway and Sweden

Travel In The Path of the Vikings  
with Dr. Steve Ashby on a  
tour of Scandinavia, 
July 6 – 21, 2019.

By Louise Armstrong Grincelis, 2018 traveler

By Jennifer TobinThe Mystery of Nemrud Dag
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Dear Seth,

Bolivia is breathtaking… and I’m not talking about its dizzying altitudes! I’m talking  

about its spectacular landscapes, architecture and archaeology. It doesn’t get more  

picturesque than the vistas of Lake Titicaca, the highest navigable lake in the world.  

It	is	a	sight	to	behold	from	our	boat,	as	crystal	clear	waters
	reflect	the	snowy	peaks	 

of nearby Cordillera Real. On our approach to the Sun Island, home of the Yumani  

people,	we	can	see	stone	terraces	made	long	ago	by	the	I
ncas,	with	fluffy	llamas	 

grazing in the background.

Bolivia is also diverse, a fact made evident by our arrival to Santa Cruz. Here we  

experienced a bustling, modern city with a tropical climate, quite contrary to the iconic high deserts 

more commonly associated with this country. From here we journeyed northeast to the Jesuit Missions of San Javier  

and Concepcion, built in the mid 17th century.  A unique artisanal culture was forged when the Jesuits built these towns,  

epitomized by the wood carved churches, paintings, golden statues and enchanting baroque music. 

Bolivia has South America’s largest percentage of indigenous people, so the culture is alive and well on the streets, too.  

When we traveled to the city of Potosi – where silver mining reached its peak under Spanish colonial rule and still continues 

to this day – we were greeted with a surprise… A parade! Heard from blocks away, this procession of local school children in 

brightly-colored costumes was put on to honor different indigenous groups and periods of Bolivia’s history. We were fortunate 

to witness the event, full of brass bands, whirling dancers, big smiles and an enveloping rhythm.

From the tropical lowlands to the altiplano, from the Jesuit Mission Churches to the Inca ruins, from Spanish colonial  

architecture to the traditional weavings of the Aymara, Bolivia offers an endless and multilayered treasure trove of wonders.

              Hugs,

Postcard From Bolivia

Travel to Bolivia  
with Dr. Andrew Roddick,  
May 4 – 19, 2019.

South India
With Professor Malcolm David Eckel
January 3 – 19, 2019

Experience the Pongol Festival where 
cows	are	adorned	with	flowers	to	 
honor Lord Sun, vividly-painted and  
ornate temple facades, the serene  
backwaters of Kerala, and the  
UNESCO World Heritage Sites of Hampi, 
Malabalipurum and one of the Greatest 
Living Chola Temples.

India’s Gujarat  
& Rajasthan
With Professors Paula Richman  
and Michael H. Fisher
February 2 – 19, 2019

Explore ornate palaces, desert fortresses, 
Jain sanctuaries, nine UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites, and the cities of Mumbai,  
Ahmedabad, Udaipur, Jodhpur,  
Jaisalmer, Khimsar, Pushkar, and Jaipur.

India in 2019 STUDY LEADER PROFILE

Who is Damian Evans?
 Many of you may have read in National Geographic,  
Smithsonian, or Scientific American about the astounding 
finds in Cambodia using a new technology called LiDAR, 
With a GPS carried on a helicopter, it can produce a  
three-dimensional image of the land surface below. Using 
this new space technology, Dr. Damian Evans has  
uncovered and mapped early cities throughout the country. 
And his ground breaking discoveries have been reported extensively in  
international news reports, journals and newspapers throughout the world,  
including multiple articles in National Geographic. And you have the  
opportunity to journey though Cambodia and Laos with Dr. Evans!

What is it like to travel with Damian Evans?

‘I can’t imagine a more perfect person to accompany a group on this itinerary. Not only is 
Damian amazing in his field of archaeology, but he is also thoroughly immersed in the life 
and culture of this area. His knowledge of politics, religion, and everything else was way 
beyond any expectation I may have had.’ 
         – Janet Curry

‘As one of my travel companions commented the first day –“we hit the jackpot.” Damian’s 
wealth of knowledge, passion for his subject  
and easy, personable way of communicating  
made the trip something very special.’  
         – Vicki Ferenbach

Travel with Dr. Damian Evans  
to Cambodia and Laos,  
January 6 – 22, 2019.



 Do you remember when we were 
children in the back seat of the family 
car and we would sing out every few 
minutes, “are we there yet?” This  
question comes back to me again and 
again when I visit a new place or go 
back to a place that I love and already 
know well. When do I feel that  
I have really arrived?
 I know one person who said she felt 
that she had finally arrived in Bali when 
she was walking through the tropical 
darkness in one of Bali’s elegant hotels, 
hearing the music of a gamelan in the 
distance (one traveler described it as 
a collection of bells falling down the 
stairs), and watching lotus blossoms 
sway in a lotus pool like a group of 
graceful Balinese dancers.
 For Clifford Geertz, the great  
anthropologist of Indonesia, the  
moment of arrival was more complex 
and took longer to realize. Geertz and 
his wife came to a small Balinese village 
in the late 1950s with the intent to study 
Balinese culture. For days the villagers 
acted as if they did not exist, treating 
them, as Geertz says, like a cloud of dust 
or a gust of wind. Then a day  
came when they joined a large crowd  
of spectators for one of Bali’s most vivid 
cultural performances, a cock fight. 
Cock-fighting was illegal under the  
new post-war Indonesian government, 
but that did not make the practice any 
less popular. When the fight had just  
begun, a truck full of policemen pulled 
up, jumped into the ring, and began 
waving their guns. The crowd scattered, 
as did the Geertzes; they ran down a 
street and tumbled into the courtyard 
of a nearby house. They were publicly 
embarrassed, and in that moment of  
embarrassment, the village opened to 
them. They had stopped being gusts of 
wind and had become real people. In  
an anthropological sense, they had  
finally arrived.
 My own sense of arrival in Bali 
was not as complicated, but it still had 
a Geertzian flavor.  I had read Geertz’s 
account of the Barong-Rangda dance, 
and I wanted to see one. When the day 
arrived, I joined a group in a large, 
open-air amphitheater. Across from us 
was a stage at the entrance of a village, 
with a large gamelan orchestra on the 
right of the stage. Characters began 

to appear through the village gate: 
dancers, a young prince, a narrator, the 
farcical-looking Barong, and finally the 
ferocious Rangda herself, seeming, in 
Geertz’s words, to be “insane with fear 
as she screams deprecations at Barong 
amid the wild clanging of the gamelan.” 
It was a frightening dramatic moment, 
as white-clad brahmins scurried around 
the stage with their incense pots to keep 
the sacred power under control. It was 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

full of beauty and grace, with all the  
color and energy of the perennial  
Balinese conflict between the forces of 
good and evil. At that moment, I felt 
that Bali had opened itself up to me  
and I had finally arrived.
 (Would you like to share your  
experiences of “arrival”? I’d like to  
hear them. You can reach me at  
mdeckel@bu.edu)
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Join Dr. David Eckel on  
Indonesia: Java, Sulawesi, Bali, 
May 17 – June 2, 2019.

Bali: Are We There Yet?  By Malcolm David Eckel

 In the mountains of central  
Sulawesi dwell an indigenous group  
that practices unique funeral rituals 
based upon their former animist beliefs. 
These costly events can take weeks, 
months or even years, and the  
extravagance of the funeral marks a 
family’s status. Upon a death, and until 
the necessary money can be raised, 
the body of the deceased is wrapped 
in	several	layers	of	cloth,	mummified	
with formaldehyde, and kept under the 
family’s intricately decorated rice barn 
where they are believed to be ‘living’. 
With time, and with great ceremony,  
the body is moved to a cave that has 

been carved out of a cliff face,  
sometimes to house an entire family. 
And	colorful,	life-size	wooden	effigies,	
called tau tau, are placed as guards  
in front of the entrance.

Who are the Toraja?



Below you will find a list of our upcoming tours. Which destinations are tempting you? Complete the contact section on back  
of this page, check the tours that interest you and return to our office by email, mail or fax. We also enjoy talking with you so  
give us a call at 1-800-552-4575!

EUROPE & TURkEY
 Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta: In the Path of the Crusader knights with Professor John France

 April 28 – May 12, 2019
 Lost kingdoms of Eastern Turkey with Dr. Jennifer Tobin

 May 4 – 19, 2019
 Greek Isles of Myth with Professor Judith Barringer

 May 5 – 18, 2019
 Turkish Treasures with Professor Charles Stewart

 May 17 – June 2, 2019
 Rome and Southern Italy with Professor Steven L Tuck

 May 19 – 29, 2019
 Sicily: Art & Archaeology with Professor Thomas Noble

 May 24 – June 7, 2019
 In the Path of the Etruscans: From Rome to Florence with Professor Steven Tuck

 May 30 – June 10, 2019
 An Exploration of Wales and England with Dr. James Bruhn

 May 31 – June 14, 2019
 England’s Cathedrals, Abbeys, and Medieval Painted Churches with Professor Bill Cook

 June 2 – 15, 2019
 The Archaeology of Ireland with Dr. Enda O’Flaherty

 June 14 – 29, 2019
 Art of the Silk Road: St. Petersburg, Paris & London with Professor Jennifer Rose

 June 15 – 26, 2019
 In the Path of the Vikings:  Denmark, Norway & Sweden wirh Dr. Steve Ashby

 July 6 – 21, 2019
 The Riches of Scotland with Dr. Brian Buchanan

 July 12 – 26, 2019
 Georgia & Armenia with Professor John France

 July 19 – August 5, 2019
 Archaeology and History of England with Dr. James Bruhn

 August 4 – 16, 2019
 Glorious Greece with Professor Judith Barringer

 September 7 – 21, 2019
 Bulgaria: Land of History

 September 2019
 Greece’s Dodecanese Islands by Private Yacht with Professor John France

 September 14 – 27, 2019

THE MIDDLE EAST & ARABIA
 The Grandeur of Petra, The Splendors of Jordan with Professor Gary Rollefson

 March 9 – 22, 2019
 Iran: Empires of Everlasting Fire with Dr. Lloyd Llewellyn Jones

 September 5 – 21, 2019

EGYPT & AFRICA
 Sudan: An Exploration of the Ancient Kush with Professor Bob Brier

 January 20 – February 2, 2019
 Undiscovered Egypt with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler

 March 16 – 29, 2019
 Ethiopia: The Wonders of the Horn of Africa with Dr. Luisa Sernicola

 September 23 – October 7, 2019
 The Majesty of Egypt with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler

 November 2 – 15, 2019

(800) 552-4575 • (415) 482-8400 • fax (415) 482-8495 • www.farhorizons.com • email: journey@farhorizons.com

FAR HORIZONS SCHEDULE AND BROCHURE REQUEST FORM



INDIA, ASIA AND CHINA
 South India: Temples and Traditions with Professor David Eckel

 January 3 – 19, 2019
 Angkor Wat and Laos with Dr. Damian Evans

 January 6 – 22, 2019
 India: Gujarat and Rajasthan with Professors Michael H. Fisher & Paula Richman

 February 2 – 19, 2019
 Indonesia: Java, Sulawesi and Bali with Professor David Eckel

 May 17 – June 2, 2019
 Sri Lanka: Resplendent Land with Professor Anne Blackburn

 August 6 – 23, 2019
 Central Asia: Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan Central Asia with Dr. Jennifer Rose

 September 20 – October 7, 2019
 Southeast China: In the Path of the Maritime Silk Road with Professor Johan Elverskog

 October 10 – 25, 2020

OCEANIA
 Chile and Easter Island’s Tapati Festival with Dr. Sidsel Millerström

 January 29 – February 9, 2019

THE AMERICAS
 Christmas in Oaxaca with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 December 20 – 28, 2018
 Belize with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 January 5 – 13, 2019
 Capital Cities of the Ancient Maya with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 February 3 – 16, 2019
 Mexico’s Yucatan: Off the Beaten Path with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 February 17 – 27, 2019
 Guatemala & El Salvador: Lost Cities of the Ancient Maya with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 March 7 – 17, 2019
 Mexico’s In the Path of the Olmecs with Professor Karl Taube

 March 23 – 31, 2019
 Bolivia with Professor Andrew Roddick

 May 4 – 19, 2019
 Central Mexico: The Toltec Heritage with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 May 25 – June 4, 2019
 Peru: Inkas & their Ancestors with Professor Clark Erickson

 June 15 – 30, 2019
 American Southwest with Dr. Todd Bostwick

 August 31 – September 9, 2019

Our mission is to design unique itineraries to new destinations led by renowned scholars. This combined with our 85% return  
rate means that many of our tours fill quickly. The best way to remain updated is through Far Horizons email newsflashes.  
Please return both sides of this form by one of the following methods:

Name

Mailing address

Email address                                                                                                     Phone

Please note that we respect your privacy and do not share or sell our mailing list to any other company or organization.

(800) 552-4575 • (415) 482-8400 • fax (415) 482-8495 • www.farhorizons.com • email: journey@farhorizons.com

FAR HORIZONS SCHEDULE AND BROCHURE REQUEST FORM

Fax: 415-482-8495 
Call: 800-552-4575 or 415-482-8400

Email: journey@farhorizons.com
Mail: Far Horizons Archaeological & Cultural Trips
           P.O. Box 2546, San Anselmo, CA 94979
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 Cool winds ripple through the long grass among the  
marble columns on the ancient acropolis. Beyond the bright 
blue sea are boats that heave back and forth along the shore. 
Am I standing above the palace where Paris, prince of Troy, 
beheld the invading Grecian fleet over three thousand years 
ago? Today more archaeologists are convinced that may be 
possible, since the mythical Trojan War seems to be based on 
historical reality. In fact, as we walk through the ancient space 
we are travelling back in time, because here there is not just 
one city, but ten successive cities built, one on top each  
other. Troy was one of the earliest cities in western Asia and  
its cataclysmic downfall may have been the spark that ignited 

ANCIENT TROY
By Charles Stewart

Join Dr. Charles Stewart  
on Turkish Treasures,  
May 17 – June 2, 2019.

Mom,

The cool crisp air of the wee hours whips at the car windows as we zip  

through the empty streets. Standing guard over Catholic churches and  

cemeteries, statues of the Virgin Mary encircled by colorful lights zoom  

by. This quick trip through ‘Little Rome’ takes us to our coastal hotel  

designed by Sri Lanka’s famous architect Geoffrey Bawa, renowned  

for his ability to integrate his buildings into the surrounding landscape.

After a brief sleep, we enjoy a breakfast of egg hoppers! This bowl-shaped 

sunny-side-up egg has thin crispy edges and a soft center. Wonderfully light 

and evenly spiced, it is a culinary highlight and a great way to start the day!

Appetites sated, we head north to the ancient city of Anuradhapura which 

dates to the 4th-century BC. The later arrival of Buddhism brought about 

a time of great expansion and building for the city which is evidenced by 

the extensive remains of the site. Still considered a holy city, worshippers 

abound at each stop we make.

A moment I already treasure is the lighting of the Ruwanweliseya Dagoba. As we approach the site an  

overwhelming quiet descends. Following suit, we silently follow the crowd, walking clockwise around the stupa.  

Slowly the hushed hum of monks chanting prayers becomes apparent. This peaceful rhythmic walk continues as the  

light haze of evening fades into darkness and the steeple of the shrine begins to glow.

Can you believe this is only the beginning?!

                                        Love,

Postcard from Sri Lanka

Travel on Sri Lanka: Resplendent Land  
with Dr. Anne Blackburn, 
August 6 – 23, 2019.

the burst of European civilization radiating outward from  
the Aegean Sea.
 The Trojans were not Greek. They belonged to an older 
civilization whose identity was a mystery among the first 
archaeologists. The current theory is that the Trojans were  
part of a wider culture known as the Luwians. We know that 
the Luwians were related to the Hittites, who developed the 
first Indo-European writing system. Most of the modern  
languages of Europe belong to this cultural family; for  
example, the English words water and three are strikingly 
similar to the Hittite words “wataar” and “thri”, denoting  
the same concepts. The Greek language is also part of the  
Indo-European family, but over time, classical Greek  
literature – as epitomized by Homer’s poetry – began to  
highlight the differences between the westerners from the 
orientals. Nevertheless, this interplay between the Greeks  
and the eastern Anatolians gave rise to our concepts of  
continental Europe and Asia.
 I hope you will travel with me to ancient Troy next Spring. 
Here we will meet with Turkish archaeologists who are today 
continuing the excavations of the ancient city, using the  
state-of-the-art technology. As we journey along the western 
coast, we will experience how the Greek civilization thrived 
under the Roman Empire, and ultimately, we will end up in 
the Hittite capital of Hattusa, where the seeds of European 
civilization began to sprout.
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THE ETRUSCANS: 
         From Rome to Florence

By Steven L. Tuck

 Having led or directed 20 tours,  
I can say that the 2018 In The Path of  
The Etruscans stands out as one of – 
probably the most – outstanding for  
so many reasons. While I worked with 
the Far Horizons staff on site selection, 
they were completely responsible for  
logistics including hotels, restaurants, 
and transportation. And they knocked  
it out of the park. Starting in Rome at 
one of the finest hotels in the city and 
dining at an award-winning, top 10 
restaurant, the arrangements couldn’t 
have been more delightful. And that  
pattern continued through the  
entire trip. 
 Starting in Rome and ending in 
Florence gave us a chance to anchor our 
trip with sites and cities that were more 
familiar and recognizable, even to those 
seeing them in person for the first time. 
But in between we explored the scenic 
countryside of Tuscany and Umbria  

and punctuated our explorations 
with stops at smaller cities and 
sites including several UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites, more than 
I’ve seen on any other tour. My  
favorite experiences were the 
many sites and museums at which 
we were the only non-Italians, 
often followed by lunches at  
small local restaurants shared 
with local people. It gave us a 
chance to feel more a part of the 
rich history and landscape of 
these remarkable places. The 
appeal of the range of cities and 
sites was clear at our farewell 
dinner. When we went around 
the table and everyone named  
their favorite site, each person  
picked a different one. They  
all appealed to the tour  
participants! 

Travel with Dr. Steve L. Tuck on In the 
Path of the Etruscans,  
May 30 – June 10, 2019
or to Rome and Southern Italy,  
May 19 – 29, 2019.

Painted Churches on Cyprus
 Located at strategic crossroads 
of the Eastern Mediterranean,  
Cyprus has one of the greatest  
concentrations of painted  
churches and splendid  
monasteries of the former  
Byzantine Empire that have  
remained largely unchanged  
for centuries. High in the island’s 
verdant Troodos Mountains, this 
captivating collection of ten  
monuments date from the  
11th to the 17th centuries and  
is included on the 
UNESCO World  
Heritage List. These 
small structures  
covered by pitched  
timber roofs seem  
modest from the 
outside, but upon  
entering them the 
walls explode with 

vibrant colors. Richly decorated 
medieval scenes cover interiors 
from floor to ceiling and wall 
to wall and bear testimony to 
the variety of artistic influences 
affecting Cyprus over a period of 
500 years and offer a glimpse of 
life and beliefs during the almost 
thousand years of the Byzantine 
Empire. Frescoes depict bible 
stories, saints and angels,  
and portraits of the patrons  
of the church.

Travel In the Path of the Crusader Knights 
with Dr. John France on a tour of Cyprus, 
Rhodes & Malta, April 28 – May 12, 2019.


