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Dear Adventurers,
 As a former Maya archaeologist, I am very proud of our tours into Mexico, 
Central, and South America. All are led by distinguished (and sometime  
legendary!) PhD scholars who enthusiastically educate our travelers in both 
ancient and present-day cultures. Our study leader to the Maya World, Stanley 
Guenter, conveys the ancient history of this celebrated culture as he translates  
the hieroglyphic panels. Our Olmec trip is led by renowned Professor Kent  
Reilly, who was curator and contributor for the “The Olmec World: Art, Ritual, 
and Rulership.” Professor Andrew Roddick, leader of our tour to Bolivia, has 
worked in the highlands of that country for almost 20 years. And since 1974,  
Professor Clark Erickson’s Andean and Amazonian research has broadened  
our knowledge in Peru and Bolivia. The passion of our study leaders for their 
subjects draws Far Horizons’ travelers to return again and again for new  
educational experiences. Please see our Travel to the Americas listings on page 6.
 Beginning in the 15th century under the great emperors Pachacuti Inka 
Yupanqui and his son, Topa Inka Yupanqui, the Inka controlled almost one third 
of South America. They created a road system that extended 12,000 miles through 
what is now central Chile northward into Ecuador and was larger than the road 
system created by the Romans. This cobweb of roads is now called Qhapaq Ñan, 
the Andean Road System, with UNESCO World Heritage Status.
 Several years ago, I joined a group of Far Horizons intrepid travelers to hike 
the ancient Inka Road (it should be called Inka Staircase). We trekked about  
25 miles in four days over three mountain passes (the highest over 13,000 feet) 
ending in Machu Picchu. What a challenge! I loved it! Now you too have the  
opportunity to experience the imposing mountain scenery and explore  
extraordinary archaeological complexes only accessible by walking this  
sacred path. Join only 11 others and Inka specialist, Dr. Kylie E. Quave,  
July 25 – August 7, 2020, on this spectacular trek. 
 Enjoy our latest newsletter and pass it along to friends. So many fascinating 
vacations, so little time…. The world awaits you!

    Happy traveling,

    Mary Dell Lucas
    Founding Director

People often ask us, what is the 
Tapati festival? This takes place 
during the first two weeks of  
February each year when the  
entire island comes together  
for a rousing celebration of the 
Rapanui culture. This dazzling 
extravaganza includes sensuous 
dancing, ritual chants, carving  
competitions, horse and boat  
races, body painting, a string  
figure (kai-kai) contest, an  
amazing parade down main  
street and other equally  
astounding events. One of the 
most exhilarating is haka pei, 
where contestants take a wild  
ride at dizzying speeds down  
the side of a mountain on  
banana trunks. Visitors who are 
fortunate to be on the island  
during Tapati are truly enveloped 
in a unique and fun-filled  
Polynesian experience.

Easter Island’s  
Tapati Festival

Travel with  
Dr. Millerström  
on Easter Island and  
the Tapati Festival,  
January 29 – February 9, 2020.



Cyprus-Rhodes-MaltaApril 26 – May 11, 2020

 Although history 
glorifies the Greeks and 
Romans, the Western 
World owes much of its 
origins to the Etruscans. 
The Etruscans transmitted 
Greek art and culture to 
the West and once ruled 
Rome itself along with 
nearly the whole of Italy. 
From this crossroads  
of the Mediterranean 
they fought wars with 
the Greeks and  
Carthaginians who 
sought trade and treaties with the wealthy and powerful Etruscans.  
Just a short list of Rome’s inheritance from the Etruscans includes the toga, 
temples, portraiture, major elements of their art, writing, religion, and  
government. And the Etruscans have left behind some of the most spectacular 
art that survives from antiquity, including rich gold jewelry, bronze sculpture, 
and stunning painted tombs.
 Because the Etruscans founded some of the most successful cities in Italy 
(cities that are still occupied today!) it’s from their tombs that we learn the  
most about them. Richly painted tombs reveal their banquets, athletic contests, 
family relationships, and belief in an afterlife of ease and contentment. And 
their tombs were full of personal possessions from armor and weapons to  
banqueting sets for drinking wine. Some tombs were carved to copy their 
homes, truly creating homes for eternity.
 Join this rarely-taken historical  
journey to meet these people who  
gave their name to Tuscany and their 
culture to history.
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Travel In the  
Path of the Etruscans  
with Professor Tuck,  
May 18 - 29, 2020.

By Steven TuckThe Etruscans:Mediterranean 
in the Spring

Spain & Morocco
May 2 – 16, 2020

Isles of Greece
May 31– June 13, 2020

Sicily
May 22 – June 5, 2020

     The Most Fascinating Mysterious  
            Ancient Civilization!

Travel through western Turkey 
with Dr. Stewart,  
May 23 - June 8, 2020. 

Why Take the Far Horizons Tour to Western Turkey?
• Private tour of Ephesus by a member of the  
 archaeological project
• Private tour of Troy by a member of the  
 archaeological project
• Private tour of the Aspendos Theater by the  
 Director of Excavations
• Private tour of Arykanda by the Director 
 of Excavations
• Private tour and dinner with the excavators  
 at Hattusa
• Private cruise up the Bosphorus
• Visit Nine (9) UNESCO World Heritage Sites
• Visit the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus,  
 one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World
• Limited to a maximum of 12 participants
• Can be combined with  
 Far Horizons’ tour of  
 Eastern Turkey, May 8-23, 2020



Having the opportunity 
to work alongside and 
travel with Professor  
Bill Cook, one of our 
veteran Study Leaders, 
is truly a treat. An  
expert in medieval  
history, art, and  
architecture, he feels 
at home throughout 
Europe, whether it is in 
France, Italy or England!

As with Bill’s Great Courses lectures, he  
brings his signature enthusiasm and endless 
knowledge to each day of the tour. He also 
shares information freely and is ready to speak 
in depth on innumerable topics at any time.

In addition to being a point of reference during 
the trip, Bill is a jovial traveling companion, 
always keeping the mood light with his quick 
wit and charming sense of humor.

I can’t wait to explore another destination  
with him!
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Dear Seth,

In Victorian times, a Nile cruise was the only way to see some of 

Egypt’s most outstanding ancient temples. Archaeologists and  

wealthy travelers alike would travel through Egypt aboard river  

vessels and venture from the river banks into the desert to gaze  

upon massive temples and colossal stone statues. At the end  

of the day, they would return to their small sailing boats – or  

dahabiyas, which literally means ‘the golden one’ in Arabic – to 

lounge, eat and sleep in leisurely comfort.

The last three days aboard our own privately-chartered dahabiya has been 

a magical experience that has transported us back in time to the golden age of travel. Our pace  

has been relaxed, but never boring as there is much to see from our unique vantage point: children playing in the water,  

waving for our attention; villagers washing the carpets carried from their homes; donkeys and cattle enjoying the comfort  

of shade from the date palms. Our days have been filled with visits to stunning temples, markets and villages to be sure,  

and often times we are the only tourists present… And in the evenings we returned to the comfort of our floating home,  

a mix of elegance and old-world glamour.

Today we moor in the sunny city of Aswan, where the Nile is alive with traditional feluccas zigzagging along its waters, and we 

know that soon we will leave the luxury of our exclusive club. We have been privileged to witness the largely-unchanged rural 

scenes of Egypt in a way that wouldn’t have been possible without our golden one, our dahabiya sailing vessel.

              Love,

Postcard From Egypt

Travel aboard a dahabiya with 
Professor Brier on Undiscovered Egypt, 
March 17 – 30, 2020.

STUDY LEADER PROFILE

Who is Gary Rollefson?
 Gary Rollefson has worked in Jordan  
for forty years and during that time has 
made spectacular findings that have 
changed archaeological views of the  
Middle East. During excavations at  
‘Ain Ghazal, Gary found stunning 10,000 
year-old plaster figurines, now displayed 
in Jordan’s National Museum, and these 
remarkable icons are used by instructors  
the world over when discussing the  
Neolithic period in the Middle East.  
Dr. Rollefson’s exciting discoveries of  
ritual structures in Wadi Rum are changing the way that archaeologists are  
looking at Bronze Age pastoral societies, and his most recent work is in the  
eastern desert of Jordan where he has found a dense cluster of man-made  
structures at what appears to be an enormous prehistoric necropolis. As Far  
Horizons participant, Nancy Polich, said – ‘Gary is obviously a rock star in the 
Jordan archaeological world. In numerous locations people came up to talk to 
him from a humble woman spinning wool to the entire staff at the museums’.  
He is also an engaging teacher with a wonderful sense of humor, and a delightful 
traveling companion. Gary is retiring and March 2020 will be the last time he 
leads our Far Horizons tour  
to Jordan! Don’t miss this  
opportunity to travel to Jordan  
with Gary Rollefson!

Travel to Jordan  
with Professor Rollefson,  
March 14 – 27, 2020.

Travel with Professor Cook 
to France 
May 22 – June 2, 2020.

Traveling with Bill Cook
By Kelly Bryson



 “Eastern Turkey?” My friends were 
puzzled. “The good places to see: aren’t 
they all in southwestern and central  
Turkey?” How wrong my friends were! 
From Kars in the north to Antakya  
(the ancient Antioch) and Adana in  
the south, our Far Horizons group  
visited splendid archaeological sites and 
museums: the abandoned 11th-century 
Armenia capital of Ani, with its ruined city 
walls, citadel, and cathedral; Ayanis  
castle, overlooking turquoise-colored 
Lake Van, with unique 7th-century  
BCE Urartian carvings and cuneiform 
inscriptions; Gobeklitepe, a ritual site 
with standing-stone circles some 6,000 
years older than Stonehenge, where we 
had a private tour with the site director; 
a 1st-century BCE mausoleum on the 
summit of Mt. Nemrut, with giant heads 
all around, fallen from their statue bases 
(and still partly buried in snow in May); 
Roman streets, bridges, and amazing 

mosaics – not to mention thriving  
traditional bazaars, as in Gaziantep 
where we shopped for copper and  
woven fabrics. Leader Jennifer Tobin 
took us expertly through some 12,000 
years of the region’s history, featuring  
all of those lost kingdoms of the tour’s 
title, and much more besides. My favorite 
lecture was on the 333 BCE Battle of 
Issus, on the Mediterranean coast,  

complete with a map of Alexander the 
Great’s successful troop movements 
against the Persians under Darius III!
 The variety of cultural influences 
everywhere, on architecture, design, and 
cuisine, was fascinating: from Russian 
and Armenian in the north, to Iranian, to 
Syrian and Mediterranean in the south. 
The scenery was often breathtaking. 
And – a huge plus – there were very 
few other tourists; sometimes we had an 
archaeological site entirely to ourselves. 
We had a wonderful and highly convivial 
time; every day’s itinerary was full of 
new, often extraordinary, and thoroughly 
enjoyable places and experiences. Go to 
Eastern Turkey before it is “discovered” 
by mass tourism!

 Virgil composed dactylic hexameters about her love for 
Aeneas, a love that consigned her to the second circle of hell in 
Dante’s Inferno. Christopher Marlowe penned a tragedy in her 
name and Henry Purcell composed an opera about her. She 
even has a mathematical theorem named in her honor. Such is 
the fame and romance surrounding Dido, the founder and first 
queen of Carthage, a city today located on the coast of Tunisia.
 Her tale begins in Tyre, a city in modern Lebanon, where 
she was the daughter of the king and married to a wealthy 
man. At this point in the story her name was Elissa. When her 
father died she was to inherit the kingdom together with her 
brother. However, the dishonorable sibling desired to be the 
sole ruler of the city, and fearing the wealth and influence of 
Elissa’s husband, murdered him. The girl fled Tyre, but only 
after securing her husband’s wealth through trickery. Elissa 
took ship with her secret treasure and a band of loyal followers 
and eventually landed on the Tunisian coast. The locals that 
encountered her renamed her Dido, meaning “traveler.” Dido 
wished to remain there with her companions but the local 
king, a stingy man, told her she could settle only within the 
space that could be contained within the edges of an ox hide. 
Dido took up his offer, cutting the ox hide into long strips 
which she sewed together and strung around the neighboring 
acropolis (in modern mathematics this solution is called  
“Dido’s Problem,” whereby the  maximum area for a given 
perimeter can be calculated). So the city of Carthage was born.
 Although today in Carthage traces of Dido are scarce,  
one can still climb the acropolis of the city, called in ancient 
times Byrsa (ox hide) Hill, in memory of Dido’s clever land  

Dido, Queen of Carthage By Jennifer Tobin

acquisition. One can roam about the remains of Punic era 
houses and cemeteries and prowl the Roman period theater, 
baths and amphitheater. At dusk one can look on the  
Mediterranean and perhaps hear the couplets composed by 
Shakespeare in his Merchant of Venice:

In such a night
Stood Dido with a willow in her hand
Upon the wild sea-banks, and waft her love 
To come again to Carthage.

Travel with Professor Tobin  
on The Wonders of Tunisia,  
October 4 – 18, 2020.
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EASTERN TURKEY’S LOST KINGDOMS
By Anne Lancashire, Far Horizons traveler

Travel to Eastern Turkey  
with Professor Tobin,  
May 8 – 23, 2020.



Below you will find a list of our upcoming tours. Which destinations are tempting you? Complete the contact section on back  
of this page, check the tours that interest you and return to our office by email, mail or fax. We also enjoy talking with you so  
give us a call at 1-800-552-4575!

EUROPE & TURKEY
 Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta: In the Path of the Crusader Knights with Professor John France

 April 26 – May 11, 2020
 Lost Kingdoms of Eastern Turkey with Dr. Jennifer Tobin

 May 8 – 23, 2020
 In the Path of the Etruscans: From Rome to Florence with Professor Steven Tuck

 May 18 – 29, 2020
 Cathedrals of France with Professor Bill Cook

 May 22 – June 2, 2020
 Sicily: Art & Archaeology with Professor Thomas Noble

 May 22 – June 5, 2020
 Turkish Treasures with Professor Charles Stewart

 May 23 – June 8, 2020
 Greek Isles of Myth with Professor Judith Barringer

 May 31 – June 13, 2020
 An Exploration of Wales and England with Dr. James Bruhn

 June 1 – 15, 2020
 The Archaeology of Ireland with Dr. Enda O’Flaherty

 June 12 – 27, 2020
 The Baltics with Professor John France

 July 6 – 18, 2020
 The Riches of Scotland with Dr. Brian Buchanan

 July 10 – 24, 2020
 Egypt in Eight European Museums: St. Petersburg, Moscow, Copenhagen, Edinburgh and Glasgow 

 Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler
 August 2 – 12, 2020

 Georgia & Armenia with Professor John France
 August 7 – 24, 2020

 Archaeology and History of England with Dr. James Bruhn
 August 15 – 27, 2020

 Bulgaria: Land of History with Dr. Vassil Tenekadjiev
 September 6 – 23, 2020

 In the Path of the Vikings: Denmark, Norway and Sweden with Study Leader to be announced
 July 2021

 Rome and Southern Italy with Study Leader to be announced
 2021

THE MIDDLE EAST & ARABIA
 The Grandeur of Petra, The Splendors of Jordan with Professor Gary Rollefson

 March 14 – 27, 2020
 Iran: Empires of Everlasting Fire with Study Leader to be announced

 2021

EGYPT & AFRICA
 Sudan: An Exploration of the Ancient Kush with Dr. E.C. Krupp

 January 19 – February 2, 2020
 Undiscovered Egypt with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler

 March 17 – 30, 2020
 Ethiopia: The Wonders of the Horn of Africa with Dr. Luisa Sernicola

 September 23 – October 7, 2020
 The Majesty of Egypt with Professor Bob Brier and Art Historian Patricia Remler

 October 10 – 23, 2020

(800) 552-4575 • (415) 482-8400 • fax (415) 482-8495 • www.farhorizons.com • email: journey@farhorizons.com
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INDIA, ASIA AND CHINA
 South India: Temples and Traditions with Dr. Mary Storm

 January 3 – 19, 2020
 Angkor Wat and Laos with Dr. Damian Evans

 January 6 – 22, 2020
 North India: Gods, Temples and Traditions with Professor Malcolm David Eckel

 February 1 – 15, 2020
 India’s Gujarat and Rajasthan with Professor Cynthia Packert

 January 9 – 26, 2021
 Indonesia: Java, Sulawesi and Bali with Study Leader to be announced

 2021
 Sri Lanka: Resplendent Land with Study Leader to be announced

 2021

OCEANIA
 Chile and Easter Island’s Tapati Festival with Dr. Sidsel Millerström

 January 29 – February 9, 2020

THE AMERICAS
 Belize with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 January 4 – 12, 2020
 Capital Cities of the Ancient Maya with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 February 1 – 14, 2020
 Mexico’s Yucatan: Off the Beaten Path with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 February 16 – 26, 2020
 Guatemala & El Salvador: Lost Cities of the Ancient Maya with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 March 5 – 15, 2020
 Mexico’s In the Path of the Olmecs with Professor F. Kent Reilly III

 March 14 – 22, 2020
 Bolivia with Professor Andrew Roddick

 May 2 – 17, 2020
 Central Mexico: The Toltec Heritage with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 May 23 – June 2, 2020
 Peru: Inkas & their Ancestors with Professor Clark Erickson

 June 20 – July 5, 2020
 Peru: Hike the Inka Trail with Dr. Kylie Quave

 July 25 – August 7, 2020
 Guatemala: The Enduring Maya with Dr. Stanley Guenter

 October 21 – November 2, 2020
 American Southwest with Dr. Todd Bostwick

 2021

Our mission is to design unique itineraries to new destinations led by renowned scholars. This combined with our 85% return  
rate means that many of our tours fill quickly. The best way to remain updated is through Far Horizons email newsflashes.  
Please return both sides of this form by one of the following methods:

Name

Mailing address

Email address                                                                                                     Phone

Please note that we respect your privacy and do not share or sell our mailing list to any other company or organization.

(800) 552-4575 • (415) 482-8400 • fax (415) 482-8495 • www.farhorizons.com • email: journey@farhorizons.com

FAR HORIZONS SCHEDULE AND BROCHURE REQUEST FORM

Fax: 415-482-8495 
Call: 800-552-4575 or 415-482-8400

Email: journey@farhorizons.com
Mail: Far Horizons Archaeological & Cultural Trips
           P.O. Box 2546, San Anselmo, CA 94979



 Scotland’s landscape is famous for its heather-covered 
hills, remote and peaceful beaches, and dramatic rain-soaked 
glens. The countryside is also filled with archaeological sites 
and monuments that provide valuable insights into how 
people have lived in Scotland for over 10,000 years. Medieval 
castles, Roman forts, and of course, whisky distilleries are 
highlights of any tour to Scotland. That said, the highly visible 
upstanding prehistoric sites make Scotland unique throughout 
northern Europe due to their scale and preservation. These are 
perhaps best seen in the Orkney Islands.  UNESCO designated 
two groups of Neolithic monuments as the Heart of Neolithic 
Orkney World Heritage in 1999 due to their outstanding uni-
versal value and almost unique levels of preservation. These 
include the henge, or stone circle, at the Ring of Brodgar, the 
Standing Stones of Stenness, the large chambered mound of 
Maeshow, and the well-preserved settlement of Skara Brae.
 Positioned in the center of these remarkable monuments  
is the Ness of Brodgar, where ongoing archaeological  
excavations since 2004 have revealed the well-preserved  
remains of a monumental complex of stone structures. The 
Ness of Brodgar is located on a narrow peninsula between  
two lochs and bordered by the Ring of Brodgar to the  
northwest and the Standing Stones of Stenness to the  
southeast. The scale, quantity, and quality of the structural  

evidence along with the rich  
assemblage of artifacts point to this being an important  
communal and ceremonial space for the inhabitants of  
Neolithic Orkney. Artifacts found at the Ness suggest  
wide trade networks with groups across the Orkney Islands, 
and suggest connections to other regions of Britain and  
continental Europe.
 The tour of ‘The Ness’ by the director, Nick Card, along 
with the remarkable landscape of Orkney is a highlight of  
the Far Horizons tour of Scotland!
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 Archaeologist 
Stanley Guenter, 
is a wonderful 
study leader, as 
has been every 
scholar I’ve 
experienced with 
Far Horizons. 
Allow me to wax 
enthusiastically 

about Stan as I have traveled with him 
on two trips through the Maya areas 
of Honduras, Guatemala, and  
southern Mexico, as well as on a third 
trip through Central Mexico.
 Although I had visited some of 
the “popular” Maya sites in the ‘80s, 
revisiting them with Stan greatly 
deepened my appreciation of those 
places. And, while I’ve read quite a bit 
about both the popular sites and those 
more “off the beaten path”, Stan’s 

comprehensive and thorough  
explanations bring the Maya remains 
alive. An epigrapher who reads Maya 
hieroglyphs, Stan enthusiastically 
frees those fantastical symbols to 
dance off the stone.
 Although he takes his archeology 
seriously, Stan is not a dry  
academic. He patiently answers  
our naïve questions, always with a 
great sense of humor, and is an  
engaging meal companion, regaling  
us with his archeological escapades 
over the years. Ask him about  
jumping into an El Mirador dig 
swarming with biting ants that crew 
members wanted to avoid. 
 With talks including discussions 
about competing archeology theories, 
Stan enriches our knowledge during 
the tour. In Central Mexico he read 
excerpts from Broken Spears, a book 

recounting indigenous perspectives  
on the conquest of Mexico,  
contrasting it with reporting by  
Bernal Díaz, a Spanish conquistador 
who was a soldier in the conquest of 
Mexico under Hernán Cortés.  
I especially appreciate Stan’s  
encyclopedic historical knowledge, 
weaving in connections between 
Mesoamerican power dynamics with 
those ranging from the Carolingian 
Empire, medieval Poland, ancient 
Cambodia, China, or Japan, and on 
back to ancient Egypt.
 I am now looking forward to yet 
another trip with Stan to explore  
Maya ruins along the Rio Pasión in 
Guatemala and then on to El Salvador!

What Is It like to Travel  
with Dr. Stanley Guenter?

By Ed Gramlich, Far Horizons traveler

Travel with Dr. Guenter  
to Mesoamerica! 
Spring 2020.

Travel to Scotland  
with Professor Buchanan,  
July 10 – 24, 2020.

The Archaeological  
Landscape of Orkney

By Brian Buchanan



 The Mughal emperor Akbar the Great (1542-1605) is recognized as one of the  
greatest rulers India ever produced. He expanded the Mughal Empire over much  
of the Indian subcontinent, devised a system of central authority that brought 
peace to his subjects, and left behind some of India’s most impressive imperial 
monuments. But one of his most important legacies was a tradition of religious 
tolerance that won the loyalty of India’s diverse and often contentious population. 
This tradition of tolerance is often referred to as “Akbar’s Dream.”
  Of course, social and political reality in India has not always lived up to 
Akbar’s high ideals, but the experience of India as a lively, multi-religious, and 
multi-cultural society remains. It is this incredible diversity that makes India  
such an absorbing and inspiring experience for travelers today.
  The Far Horizons journey to Northern India gives travelers an opportunity  
to enter the world of Akbar’s Dream in a way that would not have been possible 
even for him. Unlike Akbar, our group will travel to the cultural and religious  
sites themselves. We will see some of India’s earliest surviving paintings in the 
Buddhist caves at Ajanta. We will see one of the first surviving Hindu temples,  
dedicated to the god Shiva, carved from the living rock at Ellora. We will see a 
unique expression of Hindu Tantrism in the temple at Khajuraho. We will see a  
sublime distillation of Mughal Islam in the Taj Mahal and in Akbar’s capital at  
Fatehpur Sikri. And we will see all the streams of Indian culture flow together  
in the waters of the Ganges at Varanasi, the site that has been most sacred to 
India’s generations of pilgrims.
  India engages the imagination on many levels and in many contradictory  
ways. But it still shows the signs of Akbar’s Dream: a complex, multi-religious,  
and multicultural world that somehow makes space for all its many parts to  
continue to thrive.

Akbar’s Dream By David Eckel

Travel on North India: Gods, 
Temples and Archaeology  
with Professor Eckel,  
February 1 – 15, 2020.
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 Almost sixty percent of  
all the known prehistoric  
megalithic art in Western  
Europe is contained within  
the Valley of the Boyne River 
(Brú na Bóinne). The  
archaeological landscape is 
dominated by the three  
well-known large passage 
tombs, Knowth, Newgrange  
and Dowth, built some 5,000 
years ago during the Neolithic 
Period in Ireland. The  
‘Archaeological Ensemble  
of the Bend of the Boyne’ was 
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1993.  
Over recent decades, this area has been subject to extensive 
scientific study and survey, yet remarkable new discoveries 
continue to be revealed.
 The extraordinarily dry weather across Ireland and the 
northern hemisphere during the summer of 2018, combined 
with the popularity of amateur drone photography, have  
combined to reveal numerous previously unknown monuments 
hidden below the ground’s surface. The results, which are  
still being analyzed by the National Monuments Service,  
are simply awe inspiring: nearly 40 previously unknown  
monuments were identified in the Brú na Bóinne area.

       And during recent  
renovations at the  
18th-century Dowth Hall  
in the Boyne Valley, it was  
discovered that the Estate 
House overlay a previously 
unknown Passage Tomb  
comparable, not just in size  
to the nearby well-known  
passage tombs, but in the  
richness of its megalithic art. 
The six kerbstones identified  
so far would have formed part 
of a ring of stones that followed 
the perimeter of the large vault. 

One is heavily decorated with Neolithic carvings and  
represents one of the most impressive findings of megalithic 
art in Ireland for decades. Dr Clíodhna Ní Lionáin, who has 
headed up the excavations, said the people who built the 
tombs would probably have been “the children or  
grandchildren or great grandchildren of some of the first  
farmers in Ireland”. Dr Steve Davis, of the UCD school of  
archaeology, said it was “the most significant” megalithic  
find in Ireland in the last 50 years.

Join Dr. O’Flaherty  
on Far Horizons’ tour of Ireland,  
June 12 – 27, 2020. 

New Discoveries in Ireland’s Boyne Valley
By Enda O’Flaherty  


