FALL NEWSLETTER 2022

Letter from the New
Owners'

As the new owners of Far Horizons, we wanted to look back on our time thus far. It
seems so long ago that this was just a possibility. Now that we’re here, we are truly
humbled by the opportunity to continue Mary Dell’s vision of providing unique
archaeological and cultural experiences for you, our intellectually curious travelers.
With a collective background in travel, tourism, and archaeological studies, we are
excited to build upon the successes we have had in other ventures and apply this
passion and expertise to Far Horizons. It is an honor to have been chosen by Mary Dell
to carry on the legacy that she has tirelessly created over the last four decades.
After just six months at the helm, we stand in awe. As thrilled as we have been by the
prospect of leading this great venture, we remain impressed by the lasting foundations
and friendships Mary Dell has built; the fascinating and unique itineraries we offer; the
deep knowledge and expertise of our scholars; the dedication of our teammates and
tour managers around the world; and the loyalty of you, our valued guests. So many
people come together each year, to make every trip not only successful but
unforgettable. And it's an honor to work with and serve each of you.
Stefan and I have nothing but excitement for the future. We are committed to
preserving what has been passed to us...while at the same time, seeking to cultivate
new experiences, simplify processes, and expand our offerings throughout the world.
We look forward to continuing the adventure together!
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MEET THE OWNERS
Partners in life and business, this dynamic duo stands
ready to continue the legacy of Far Horizons.

Mary Collins
Chief Executive Officer
In addition to leading the charge as the new CEO of Far
Horizons, Mary is the co-founder of Blue Fern Travel, a
history-infused food tour company focused on
supporting local businesses and community.
Mary earned her M.P.A. in nonprofit and international
management, and has worked with Ugandan-based
NGO, Paper to Pearls; children’s shelter For Children’s
Sake; and the Department of Veterans Affairs.
Mary and Stefan have a daughter and and a son who are
already adventurous culinary and cultural explorers.

Stefan Whoelke
Chief Curation Officer
Stefan received his PhD in Archaeology from the
University of Maryland. As the co-founder of Blue Fern
Travel, his passion lies at the intersection of food,
history, and culture.
As an archaeologist, Stefan has worked with countless
communities and students on projects, and loves to
share untold stories discovered through artifacts and
research with the community in which they are found.
Stefan welcomes the challenge ahead of curating new
itineraries, developing relationships with scholars, and
identifying private experiences that set us apart.
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MEET OUR
LEADERSHIP TEAM
Our mighty staff has rich travel experience, and well as
strong service skills and organizational knowledge.

Heather Stoeckley
Director of Operations
Heather Stoeckley is excited to continue her 16-year journey with Far
Horizons as Director of Operations. Her wanderlust started at a young
age, propelling her on a never-ending pursuit to learn about different
cultures and histories, both near and far. Heather loves sharing her
expertise to provide life-changing experiences for our valued clientele.
Her favorite travel quote, and personal credo, is “Always say yes to new
adventures!”

Catharine Pear
Director of Communications
Catharine Pear joined the Far Horizons team in early 2022, bringing with
her over 15 years of experience in tourism and travel. Working as an
independent consultant for the past eight years, Cat helped guide &
grow tour companies, including Blue Fern Travel, owned by Far Horizons’
new CEO, Mary Collins. Working for Far Horizons – traveling and assisting
others in exploring the world - is a dream realized! While Cat loves to
travel, she is equally fond of being home, trying out new vegetarian
recipes, and walking to the beach with her blue staffy, Essie.

Scott Gilbert
Destination Manager
As the newest member of the team, Scott is excited to join the Far
Horizons family and continue our tradition of excellence. While studying
History at Towson University, Scott fell in love with learning about new
cultures which only fueled his wanderlust. Scott has worked in the travel
industry since 2018, in a number of roles that have taken him to
Thailand, Colombia, Israel and everywhere in-between! When he’s not on
the road traveling, Scott loves trying his hand at cooking new recipes
and obsessing over the Indianapolis Colts!
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T H E

A R C H A E O L O G Y

O F

BELIZE
Join Dr. Stanley Guenter, an archaeological and epigrapher, who has intimate ties
with the country and its people, to explore hidden temples and palaces which
have stood in forested splendor for thousands of years. Boat down a lazy river
where the elusive crocodile floats among lily pads and sink your toes into the
white sandy beach in the land of the Garifuna.

“He’s a great tour leader – smart, articulate, and considerate. I would give him an A+++”
– Elizabeth Wray

JANUARY 8-16, 2023
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Easter Island,
An Exotic Destination
- Sidsel Millerström, PhD
We cannot help but fall in love with Easter Island,
also known as Rapa Nui. From the moment we notice
the speck of a landmass from the LATAM airplane’s
window we will wonder how the Polynesians
discovered one of the most isolated islands in the
world – in canoes and with navigation skills that we
have mostly forgotten today. What shaped the
intriguing past and present culture? For six days,
several days longer that the average tourist stay on
the island, the Far Horizons group will explore
spectacular tribal ceremonial sites, the immense
quarry of Rano Raraku where nearly 900 massive
sculptures originated. We will visit Ana Kai Tangata
the painted cave and Orango ceremonial center. The
dramatic site is located on top of the volcanic
mountain Rano Kau where the birdman rituals took
place. There are priest’s stone houses, rock art, and
a spectacular view of the important islets Motu Iti,
Motu Nui, Motu Kao Kao.
Rapa Nui is only 63.17 square miles. The island is
often referred to as an open air museum. Anywhere
one turns there are remains of impressive
prehistoric tribal community villages.

EASTER ISLAND, JAN 29-FEB 9, 2023

Stone remains of alters, house platforms, garden
enclosures, earth ovens, boat-shaped house
foundations, stone sculptures and petroglyphs, or
carvings on rocks, are always within sight of each
other. But the Polynesian culture is mostly known
for the moai, the impressive stone statues that
represent their important deified ancestors. The
megalithic monuments were carved sometimes
between 1250 and 1500 AD. Easter Island is now
listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
One exciting highlight of this adventure is that Far
Horizons planned the trip to be part of the
spectacular 8-day Tapati Rapa Nui Festival. The
cultural festival is only held once a year. When we
are not visiting archaeological sites we will observe
and explore how the local people compete in various
contests such as javelin throwing, beating bark
cloth, games of cat’s cradles, a number of dances
and singing contests, horseback riding, often
bareback and barefoot, running while carrying a
heavy bundle of bananas on their shoulders, wood
carving, swimming and paddling in reed float and so
much more. My favorite event is watching the crazy
young men race down a steep grassy mountain side
on banana trunks at speeds often more than 50 mph
or 75 kmh.
While I have participated in several archaeology
projects on Rapa Nui and led numerous Far Horizons
groups to the island, I never fail to feel excited and
enthusiastic to lead intellectually curious travelers
to discover the island and see the past and present
culture through their eyes.
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EXPLORE THE ANCIENT MAYA

CAPITAL
CITIES
With Dr. Stanley Guenter

FEBRUARY 2-15, 2023

Travel with an intimate group on an exceptional journey
through Central America and Mexico’s Chiapas state to explore
the Capital Cities of the Ancient Maya, including four UNESCO
World Heritage Sites – Copán, Quiriguá, Tikal and Palenque.
However, more than archaeology awaits! We also encounter
dense rainforest teeming with wildlife, ferns, orchids, and
bromeliads. Our itinerary begins in Copán and Quiriguá, two
breathtaking sites that have attracted explorers and scientists
for more than 150 years. Continue to the enormous Mayan
center of Tikal where, swathed in a cacophony of wildlife calls,
we will walk through the myriad of canopy-shadowed trails
that lace the park.
Move deeper into the remote area of Guatemala to cross the
mighty Usumacinta River into Mexico. Here, travel by river
vessel to Yaxchilán, where, surrounded by uncut forest,
explore buildings with exquisite carved limestone lintels telling
stories of intrigue and power. Then it’s on to Bonampak, with
its fabulous painted murals and Palenque, arguably the most
beautiful of the ancient Mesoamerican cities. Many scholars
believe that the height of Maya artistic achievement occurred
at Palenque, and certainly the remains of magnificent painted
frescoes and sculptured stucco friezes decorating its
buildings show brilliant artistry. For a glimpse into modern
Maya culture, the trip will end in San Cristóbal de las Casas
located in the Chiapas highlands and one of Central America’s
most beautiful colonial towns.
NOMADIC
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WHY I LOVE

FAR
HORIZONS
By Professor Jennifer Tobin
I have been acting as study leader on tours for the past
twenty-five years and have worked for a variety of companies.
Over time, however, I have made the decision to guide
exclusively for Far Horizons. Let me tell you why.
Far Horizons’ focus on archaeology-rich destinations goes one
step further than other tour companies by seeking out lessexplored sites and, sometimes, experiencing sites in unusual
ways. For example, on my most recent trip to Eastern Turkey
we visited the new excavations at Karahan Tepe, a site that
few travelers know about, but which is proving to be as
important as its better-known contemporary, Göbekli Tepe.
On the same trip we climbed the summit of Nemrud Dağı,
marveling at the massive tomb of the 1st century BCE king and
toasting the ruler with wine we’d carried up the mountain.
These are experiences I cherish.
Far Horizons is also unique in offering private entrees, that
allow an “insider” experience. How else would we be shown the
Stadium at Nemea, Greece, by its excavator, Steve Miller, or be
allowed to enter one of the best-preserved Urartian temples in
Turkey, thanks to its chief investigator, Mehmet Isıklı? These
privileged experiences have enhanced my own scholarship,
while at the same time given me the chance to connect with
new colleagues.
Finally, one of my favorite aspects of working with Far
Horizons is getting to know the participants who choose our
company. They are well-read and well-traveled and come to
the trip with enthusiasm and curiosity. It is a true pleasure to
share my knowledge with them. Best of all, they are the kind of
people that at the end of the day I can relax and chat with over
a fine meal. I can’t wait for my next trip.
Join Professor Jennifer Tobin in 2023, on Sail the Sapphire
Seas or Eastern Turkey.
|
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Angkor Wat
& Laos
Join us for a once in a lifetime journey through
Cambodia and Laos, to explore the Khmer Empire,
its dazzling pagodas and the magnificent temple
complex known as Angkor Wat.

Prior to the pandemic, Cambodia & Angkor Wat
were among the most highly visited in Southeast
Asia, seeing over 6.6 million travelers in 2019. But
now, according to the NY Times, despite Covid
cases being nearly zero, few are taking the trip...

Making this the perfect time to
see this Incredible Wonder of the
World.
Archaeologist, and Angkor expert, Dr. Damian
Evans will lead your group along a 17 day journey
to Cambodia and Laos that includes not only four
full days exploring the great Khmer city of Angkor,
but also takes in glorious Banteay Srei, remote Beng
Mealea, rarely-visited Koh Ker, and Cambodia’s
newest UNESCO World Heritage Site, Preah Vihear.
And in the nation’s capital of Phnom Penh, we visit
the National Museum filled with Khmer treasures, the
opulent Royal Palace, and the Silver Pagoda, home of
a priceless emerald Buddha.
“What a class act! It’s just the sort of thing – not going
the extra mile, but going the extra TENS of miles, that I
should have learned to expect from you. You and Far
Horizons have spoiled me. I’m sneering at tours that
promise ONLY 20-25 participants; ones that have “hohum” extras; etc. It if sounds like you’ve developed a
major fan, you’ve got it right… The entire trip was
WONDERFUL, tremendous, terrific, every superlative I
can come up with & some I can’t…” – Jo Thomas

March 2-18, 2023
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CASTLES,
BATTLEMENTS

&

STATLEY
HOMES

Join Great Courses Scholar, Dr. Patrick Allitt to immerse yourself in England’s medieval history,
from fairy-tale castles, and impregnable fortifications to opulent great Houses of distinguished
British lineages. This extraordinary adventure includes private entrée events at Bamburgh Castle
excavations, medieval manor house Norton-Conyers, and moat enclosed Markenfield Hall,
as well as three UNSECO world heritage sites.

WITH DR. PATRICT ALLITT

JULY 21- AUG 3, 2023
|
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EXPLORING
THE OLMECS

T

ravel back in time to 2nd
Century BC, to visit the
birthplace

of

the

Olmec

civilization and explore the
renowned colossal heads and
finely carved sculptures that
have made them famous to

this day. On this special and unique 10 day
journey, you and 13 others will travel to truly
remote parts of Mexico to take in some of
the most elusive Olmec sites, including

La Venta, San Lorenzo, and Tres Zapotes,
where the firstof the Olmec colossal heads
were found in the 1860s.
We will climb a volcanic mountain to see the
beautifully inscribed boulders at Chalcatzingo,
and also get to enjoy Lake Catemaco, by boat,
and the charming port city of Veracruz.
In addition to the magnificent landscapes,
pristine nature and charming cities and towns
throughout southern Mexico that we will visit,
guests will also visit multiple museums housing
major collections of Olmec art including the
vast open-air museum of Parque-Museo La
Venta,

the

Villahermosa,

Carlos
the

Pellicer

Museum

in

Xalapa

Anthropology

Museum, which is not only filled with exquisite
works of art, but also presenting one of the
loveliest edifices in Mexico, and view the Olmec
objects on display at the National Museum of
Anthropology, housed in a unrivaled awardwinning structure in Mexico City.

In the Path of the Ancient Olmecs,
March 20-29, 2023.
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THREE UNIQUE WAYS TO
EXPERIENCE

GREECE
Greece has so much to offer as a destination, more than one
tour could possibly contain. That’s why we offer three unique
ways to experience Greece.
In May, join Dr. Steve Tuck on The Archaeology of Greece .
Beginning in Thessaloniki, and weaving across mainland
Greece, this tour touches on all the major archaeological
highlights, including off the beaten path gems. From Phillippi,
Aigai and Meteora, to Delphi, Olympia and Athens, this
extensive journey is not to be missed!
In June, you can explore the Greek Isles with Great Courses
Professor Robert Garland. This breathtaking journey takes
you across the Aegean Sea, to take in the vast archaeological
landscape including the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Delos, the birthplace of Athena and Apollo, the Bronze Age
community at Akrotiri, and private tours of the excavations at
Despotiko, the sanctuary of Apollo and Artemis. All of this
and more awaits, as you travel from island to island, taking in
charming hotels, cobblestone streets, and gleaming
whitewashed houses set against the sapphire blue Aegean
Sea.
Travel with Great Courses Professor Robert Garland again in
September aboard a private yacht across the stunning
Dodecanese Islands of Greece. This little-explored and
remote part of Greece has a long history quite separate from
that of mainland Greece, which features stunning temples,
striking Byzantine churches, and medieval castles built
during the control of the Knights of Rhodes. Highlights will be
the three UNESCO World Heritage Sites: The 12th century
village of Chorá; the medieval city of Rhodes still surrounded
by formidable fortification walls; and Pythagoreion and the
Heraion Temple. Beginning and ending in Turkey, guests will
get a glimpse into the intriguing and varied civilizations which
have existed in this region for millennia, all aboard a
traditional wooden yacht.
12 |

Join Professor Steven Ashby, a Viking specialist, on a
15-day journey to follow the path of the Vikings across four
countries, Denmark, Germany, Norway and Sweden. Along
this tour, we will stop at intricate stone ship burials, charming
villages dating back to the Middle Ages, fortress churches
decorated with 800-year frescos and museums overflowing
with fascinating artifacts form the Viking period.
This extensive traverse also includes four private tours,
including Germamy’s Haithabu Viking Museum in Hedaby, a
tour of the Tanum Rock Art (a UNESCO World Heritage Site),
the Roskilde Viking Ship Museum, and a private opening of the
Hedared Stave Church, offering a

one-of-a-kind glimpse into the life of the
Vikings, few will ever experience.

THE VIKINGS
OF DENMARK, SWEDEN
AND NORWAY
With Professor Steven Ashby
JUNE 30-JULY 14, 2023

We will also visit a total of six UNESCO World Heritage sites
and spend three full days in Visby, a medieval walled city on
Gotland Island.
‘As I reflect on this more and more, it is clear that it is one of the
very best tours I have ever gone on (and I have done many):
great learning curve, varied sites and artifacts, excellent
private guides. It far exceeded my expectations.’ – Louise A
Grincelis

|
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Iran:
Empires of
Everlasting Fires
With 22 years of experience and extensive indepth knowledge of the area, who better to
travel to Iran with than Far Horizons! Dr. Jenny
Rose, an expert on Ancient Iranian Studies, will
lead our group on this 17 day journey through
Iran, visiting twelve UNESCO World Heritage
Sites and a full day in Yazd, the center of
Zoroastrian culture.
We will begin in Tehran, to take in one of its
oldest historical monuments, the Golestan
Palace, originally built during the Safavid
Dynasty, then onto the National Museum to
enjoy the country’s archaeological findings.
After Tehran, we’ll head to Hamadan, and see
the latest excavations of ancient Ecbatana, and
the tomb of Ester and Mordechai.

in 500 BC, the Shushtar historic hydraulic system,
Isfahan’s Jameh Mosque and Maiden, and Persepolis.
Our journey will also take us to the remote desert city of
Yazd. Built almost entirely of adobe, this architectural
wonder is also a UNESCO World Heritage Site. There you
will find the Atashkedeh, the most important
Zoroastrian fire temple in Iran. Reputedly, it has been
burning continuously for over 1500 years! The echoes of
the ancient world are ever present in modern-day Iran.
Not only is it the home of millennia-old monuments but
also striking works of art which include intricate
carpets, fine ceramics, ornate miniatures, and
Ghalamzani, the art of engraving exquisite designs on
metal!
“This was one of the best trips I’ve ever taken! Great on
every level. And by far the friendliest people I’ve ever
travelled among. Iran, as viewed in the US media and by
US politicians, bears no resemblance whatsoever to the
real Iran.‘ – Professor Michael Coe of Maya fame.

Many more UNESCO World Heritage Sites await
including Bisotun, noted for its 50-foot-tall
bas-relief created by Darius the Great,
I

October 7-23, 2023

|
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THREE FASCINATING JOURNEYS
THROUGH

ITALY
Far Horizons has three thrilling ways you can experience Italy in
2023! Starting in May, with a twelve-day exploration into the
Italian Renaissance with renowned Professor William Cook. This
tour journeys through Tuscany, Umbria, Siena, and Florence.
Focusing on the evolution of art and architecture, we will visit
five UNESCO World Heritage Sites, including the historic centers
of Assisi and Peinza. What better way to immerse yourself in the
Renaissance, one of the most significant movements in Western
Civilization.
Explore the ancient past of Rome and Southern Italy, with Great
Courses Professor, Thomas F. X. Noble. On this eleven day
journey, we will take in sites that have stood the test of time,
including the Coliseum, and Roman Forum and see why its
known as the Eternal City. From there, head south to experience
the UNESCO World Heritage Sites of Pompeii, Herculaneum and
Paestum. As if that weren’t enough, guests will enjoy private
tours with the archaeologists at the Herculaneum and Portus,
Rome’s ancient harbor. Highlights like these make for an
unforgettable journey, that’s not to be missed!
Finally, in June, join Professor Steve Tuck, of Great Courses
fame, for an in depth exploration of the Path of the ancient
Etruscans. This civilization dates back to 7th century BC and
covered what is now modern-day Tuscany and Umbria. They are
credited with influencing the architecture, culture and rituals of
Rome. Our tour will begin in Rome, visiting the Etruscan and
Gregorian Etruscan museums both located within the Vatican
City Museums. From there, we’ll get off the beaten path to the
rarely visited, UNESCO World Heritage Sites of Cerveteri to take
in the largest necropolis of the ancient Mediterranean. We will
also visit one of Italy’s most stunning hill towns, Orvieto, and
enjoy a Private tour at Volterra and its museum with
archaeological staff, stroll the medieval streets of Cortona.
Travel with an intimate group of up to 14 to take in one of these
fascinating eras in history, set against some of the most
beautiful landscapes in the world, for a truly unforgettable
adventure back in time.
|
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Why Travel with Far Horizons?
With Forty Years of experience, and an 85% customer return rate, we have
stood the test of time. Remind yourself what makes Far Horizons so unique.

Scholar Led Tours: Every
tour is led by a wellrespected PhD scholar
with expertise in the
subject & regions we visit.

Trusted Partnerships: For
more than forty years we have
donated to archaeological and
other projects in all our
destinations.

Behind the Scenes
Access: Our groups
have private access to
closed areas and onsite specialists.

Unique Trips: Our itineraries
are designed to showcase
sites that are off-the-beaten
path; we explore places that
many travelers never see.

Customer Service: Our
offerings are personalized
with full-attention to
detail and our staff is here
to assist you.

Small Groups: Our tours
have a maximum of 14
travelers. So you can trust
that you will have a boutique
experience every time.

2023 Schedule of Trips
Check out what's coming up in 2023!

JANUARY
Belize: The Archaeology of Belize
January 8-16, 2023

FEBRUARY
Easter Island and Chile
January 29-February 9, 2023
Mexico: Capital Cities of the Ancient Maya
February 2-15, 2023
Sudan: An Exploration of the Ancient Kush
February 10-23, 2023

APRIL
Jordan: Tour Jordan and Stunning Petra
April 16-29, 2023
Turkey: Sail the Sapphire Seas
April 26-May 10, 2023
Cyprus, Rhodes and Malta: In the Path of the
Crusader Knights
April 26-May 11, 2023
Mexico: Tour Mexico's Toltec Heritage
April 29-May 9, 2023

MAY

Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula
February 16-26 2023

Bolivia: The Archaeology of Bolivia
May 6-21, 2023

MARCH

Eastern Turkey: Tour of the Lost Kingdoms
May 13-28, 2023

Ankor Wat & Laos Tour
March 2-18, 2023
Guatemala & El Salvador: Lost Cities of the
Ancient Maya
March 10-23, 2023
Mexico: In the Path of the Olmecs
March 20-29, 2023

Italy: Tuscany & Umbria Art and Architecture
May 15-26, 2023
Italy: Rome and Southern Italy
May 21-31, 2023
Greece: The Archaeology of Greece
May 27-June 11, 2023
Turkey: Tour Western Turkey
May 27-June12, 2023

|
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2023 Schedule of Trips
Check out what's coming up in 2023!

JUNE

Wales: Wales and Roman England Tour
June 2-16, 2023
Ireland: The Archaeology of Eire
June 10-25, 2023
Italy: In the Path of the Etruscans
June 13-24, 2023

France: Cathedrals of France
August 19-30, 2023

SEPTEMBER

Greece Isles: Cyclades, Santorini, and Aegina
June 11-24, 2023

American Southwest: Tour the Four Corners
September 1-10, 2023

JULY

England: An Archaeological Pub Crawl of England
September 17-29, 2023

Scandinavia: In the Path of the Vikings
June 30-July 14, 2023
Scotland: Scottish Highlands and Lowlands
July 7-21, 2023
England: Cathedrals of England
July 16-30, 2023
England: Castles, Battlements & Stately Homes
July 21-August 3, 2023
Indonesia: Java, Sulawesi, Bali
July 21-August 8 2023
Peru: Hike the Inka Trail
July 22-August 4, 2023

|
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Greece: Voyages through History
September 17-30, 2023

OCTOBER
Iran: Empires of Everlasting Fires
October 7-23, 2023
Tunisia: The Wonders of Tunisia
October 14-29, 2023

Ready to Travel?
Get it touch!
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